











The Smiths had several crias in 2021, including a beautiful female that had been born the day before and was
exploring the world in her adorable little coat. They had a promising young male who had been purchased at the side of his
dam, Nuttin But Honey. He is a dilute appaloosa with beautiful suri fiber and great ears. With great looking youngsters like
this, a beautiful farm that is still in development, and an expanding herd, we look forward to visiting the Smiths again in the
coming years.
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| Above: River(newborn female)
Left: El Vincitore
Right: Rondo’s Nuttin Better
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Warming a Hypothermic Cria

An old expression | was told during my sheep raising days
is, “You don't have a dead lamb until you have a warm dead
lamb. Meaning that even if you find a cold, lifeless lamb on a
frosty morning, don’t give up until you have tried to warm it. Any
experienced sheep breeder you talk to will have stories of mirac-
ulous recoveries for lambs like this. Raising llamas, we are lucky
that, the majority of the time, mothers deliver problem-free crias
that are up, dry, and nursing within a matter of hours. However,
on occasion, circumstances come together that cause a new cria
to get dangerously low body temperatures.

On a cold, rainy morning in 2020, | found myself with
one of these situations. | came out for my morning check of the
llamas and found that a cria had been born prematurely during
the night. The mom had looked fine the night before, and | had
no expectation that a cria would be born soon. The cria was
tiny, laying limp on the ground without movement. | picked her
up and found that she was still alive, but barely. When | put my
fingers in her mouth it was ice cold.  immediately took her inside
next to the heater and took her temperature. It was too low to
register on my thermometer. | started by putting a hairdryer on
her while | researched more things to try to get her temperature

up.
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In my early research | went to www.shagbarkridge.com/info/warm. This farm site has
great information on llama care. We started by using their recommendation of placing the cria
up to the neck in a large garbage bag, and then submerging them in warm water in the bath-
tub. I would really only recommend this solution if the cria is so cold that they aren’t moving
their legs or squirming. We saw some improvement using this method and | would consider
using it again, but when | pulled her out and checked her temperature again, it still didn't reg-
ister. (It is worth noting here that if you have a cria that was unlucky enough to be born in the
mud, you are best served getting the mud cleaned off in the tub. They are already wet, and the
mud can insulate them from your attempts at warming.)

While | was holding her in the bathtub, | came up with my next idea. | placed her back in
front of the heater, and | soaked a towel in hot water, folded it, and placed it inside a garbage
bag. | then placed the garbage back on top of her and a blanket on top of everything to hold
the heat in. | periodically moved her legs for her to help stimulate blood flow and body heat.

| tried another tip from Shagbark Ridge, but it didn’t work well for me. It involved taking
a large cardboard box, cutting a small hole to place a hairdryer in, and a somewhat larger hole
to put the crias head and neck in. It didn't seem effective to me and with this little weak cria |
didn’t have time to mess around perfecting it. | abandoned the idea quickly, but others may
find it effective as Shagbark Ridge does. Visit the link at the top of the page for photos.
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http://www.shagbarkridge.com/info/warm.html

The final strategy | used was to put two blankets in the dryer. | would place one of the blankets on the cria, with her
sitting on top of towels, with a large blanket that remained in place at all times and helped hold in the heat. Meanwhile, the
other blanket was in the dryer. Every few minutes | would swap them out, so she constantly had a warm blanket on her. |
imagine an electric blanket would work similarly well, for those who have one handy.

Finally, we had a temperature reading of 92.5, significantly lower than the expected temperature of 99 to 101 degrees.
Soon after she started to lift her head, and eventually took some milk from a bottle. Because it took a long while before we
got a temperature reading | can’t say whether the warm blankets from the dryer made the biggest difference, or if it was the
cumulative effect of all of the interventions | tried.

In the late afternoon we were able to re-introduce her to her mom, though she was still too weak to nurse on her own.
We started to see a temperature loss again as the sun went down, so for the first time we had a cria spend the night in our
house.

We hope that you never find yourself in a situation like this, but if you do remember: You don't have a dead cria until
you have a warm, dead cria. Trying strategies like the ones in this article can help you work miracles.
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AGGRESSION: Le

By Marty McGee Bennett

| am working on a talk on aggression for my upcoming virtual
conference and have been thinking about the issue a great deal. My
approach to the subject has evolved over time. After the third time
of taking Dr. Susan Friedman course on behavior Living and Learning
with Animals | am getting more clarity. There is no doubt behavior that
physically endangers humans (I am deliberately defining aggression so
that we all understand what the word means as | use it) in any animal is
a problem. | think we can all agree no one wants to create animals that
are dangerous to be around. | just did the math and conservatively | have
fielded 3-5 thousand questions about this issue in the last 30 years or
so— clearly there is work to be done.

The key to preventing the formation of dangerous behaviors or
changing them is understanding how behavior works. Once a llama or
alpaca uses a dangerous behavior a few times to solve a problem, suc-
cessfully eliminating the dangerous behavior is a matter of arranging the
animal’s life so that there is no need for the behavior. The obvious con-
clusion is that prevention is much easier.

So what do | mean by understanding how behavior works? Barney is a 6 month old male camelid who runs up be-
hind his caretaker, Norma, and knocks her down. Animals behave to get something of value. So the question then becomes,
“What is valuable about knocking Norma down?”The origins of the behavior may stretch back to his first days of life but the
question is still what is Barney gaining of value at 6 months old, by knocking Norma down. The most important influence
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WE'D LIKE TO EXTEND OUR GRATITUDE TO:

OUR ADVERTISERS AND OUR ISSUE EIGHT SPONSORS: HARVEY & LISA POOL,
CAMERON THORNBERG, SONYA & CLARK SALISBURY, STEVE & SUE ROLFING,

RICK & MARY ADAMS, WIL & SHERRI TALLMON, RON & GAIL WILKINSON, ANDREA
JOHNSON & THE JOHNSON FAMILY, DAVE WELCH, JUSTIN TIMM, VENESA & CHRIS
CARTER, DAVID WELCH, CASCADE LLAMA SALE, FRAN & ALI SOUKUP, MARGARET

HENRY, AND REGGI DURCH.

THANK YOU TO JERRY & PAT THOMAS, SARAH MCGOVERN, JEFF & TAMMY
SMITH, AND ANDY & CHERYL TILLMAN FOR SHARING YOUR FARMS AND YOUR
STORIES WITHUS.

NEXT ISSUE: HERDSIRE EDITION
SEPTEMBER 2022

* Opinions and ideas expressed in articles, advertisements or other content be-
long to the various authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of Ameri-
can Llama Magazine or its editor. Letters of disagreement are always welcome.

* American Llama Magazine, LLC can not be held responsible for veterinary or
business decisions recommended in this issue. Always consult with a vet or a
financial advisor prior to making changes to your practices.




