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Letter from the Editor
Hello fellow llama enthusiasts,
We are thrilled to be bringing you our ninth issue of American Llama
Magazine, and our second edition of American Llama Sires. We once again
have great advertisements for fabulous sires across the country.
While we can all appreciate the importance of a great dam, the impact
of a tremendous sire is incalculable. A great sire can be added to your herd
from one smart purchase, or an excellent breeding, and can change the
trajectory of your herd forever. Each of the herdsire sponsors featured on the
front cover of the magazine has two pages inside to tell you more about their
farm, and share their special males. It is wonderful to see such an outstanding
group of males on the cover of American Llama. In addition to the “herdsire
row” at the start of the magazine, you will find even more tremendous sires as
you read through the reminder of the issue.
We thoroughly enjoyed putting together this issue, and hope you
enjoy looking through the various articles, including a Legendary Sires profile
on LAMS Nutcracker, a reflection on Berry Acres Llamas with Dan and Dale
Goodyear, and several more insightful and entertaining topics.
We hope that your fall is going well, and that you have the time needed
to slow down and enjoy all the benefits of llama ownership.
Happy Reading,
-Kyle Mumford
About the Editor
Kyle Mumford and his wife Jerrika
live in Ridgefield, WA and own
Volcano View Ranch, a herd of
approximately 25 llamas.
The Mumford family has owned
llamas since 1980.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Herdsire Sponsors
GNLC Tengen
Justin Timm
Frog Pond Llamas
Wilsonville, OR

GNLC Challenger
Rick and Mary Adams
Wild Oak Llamas
Bend, OR

www.thefrogpondfarm.com

www.WildOakLlamas.com

CTF Renegade’s Vigilante
Jerry and Pat Thomas
Redwoods in the Meadow
Albion, CA

PH Coat of Many Colors
Steve & Sandy Auld and Aspen Kelchen
Aspen Rayne Ranch
Garden City, MO

www.RedWoodMeadowLlamas.com

www.Llamasrus.com

Roxywood’s Caramel Macciato
Benjamin and Shauna Carothers
Crooked Pines Llama Farm
Adamsville, TN

Rebano Escondido Screwball
Cameron Thornberg
Caledonia Llamas
Knox, ND

www.CrookedPinesCritters.com

www.CaledoniaLlamas.com

American Llama Magazine

GNLC Tesio
Steve and Sue Rolfing
Great Northern Ranch
Columbia Falls, MT

SRLL Meraxes
Harvey & Lisa Pool
Rock Creek Farm & Llama Company
Abbeville, GA

www.gnranch.com

www.RockCreekLlamas.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Bronze Sponsors
Wil and Sherri Tallmon
Hidden Oaks Llama Ranch
Estacada, OR

Marla Albitz
Topstall Farm
Roy, WA

Fran and Ali Soukup
Sugar River Llamas
Lyndon Station, WI

www.HiddenOaksLlamaRanch.com

www.TopStallFarm.com

www.srllamas.com

Carol Reigh
Buck Hollow Llamas
Birdsboro, PA

The Johnson Family
Heroes and Friends Farm
Grundy Center, IA

www.BuckHollowLlamas.com

www.heroesandfriendsllamas.weebly.com
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ABOUT OUR SPONSORS
“Friends of the Magazine” Sponsors

Troy and Heidi Hill | Union, OR
info@firerockllamas.com

www.FireRockLlamas.com
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The Proud New Home of

CTF

Renegade’s Vigilante

Jerry and Pat Thomas | Albion, CA
rml@mcn.org | (707) 937-0166

www.Redwoodmeadowllamas.com

Vigilante crias from
Great Northern Ranch and
Hidden Oaks Llama Ranch
HOLR Easter Lily

GNLC Smitten

Thank you to the Rolfings and Tallmons for allowing
us to purchase Vigilante. We look forward to seeing
his production here in Northern California!

GNLC Stance

HOLR Vigilante’s Aramani

GNLC 2020

HOLR Priscilla

Rock Creek Farm
SRLL
Meraxes

SRLL Nolo Contendre X SRLL Monique
2018 ILR-SD National Champion Silky Male
2018 MLM Champion Silky Male

Harvey and Lisa Pool
Abbeville, GA
hpool@rockcreekllamas.com
www.RockCreekLlamas.com

RCF Garth (m)

SRLL Meraxes
Crias

RCF Midnight
Rider(m)

Rock Creek Farm
Harvey and Lisa Pool
Abbeville, GA
www.RockCreekLlamas.com

RCF It’s My
Party (f )

RCF Kimber (f )

RCF Annie
Oakley (f )

GNLC Challenger
CTF Renegade’s Vigilante x GNLC Silver Lining

We are thrilled to
have this huge silver
boy as a part of our
herdsire lineup at Wild
Oak Llamas. He is a son
of GNLC Silver Lining,
making him a maternal
brother to greats
like GNLC Hightower,
GNLC Merlin, and
GNLC Sabrego. His sire,
Vigilante, is one of our
favorites as well. Watch
for his first crias in 2023.

Wild oak llamas | bend, or

Wild Oak Llamas Herdsires

GNLC Inspirato
Sire: GNLC Hightower
Dam: GNLC Swingtime
2015 Proven Herdsire

MSF Summit

Sire: GNLC Crocket
Dam: WLK Milano
2017 Proven Herdsire

WOL Kahlua

Sire: RGA Mach’s Duke of the Desert
Dam: WOL Far Niente’
2021 Herdsire Prospect

Rick and Mary Adams | Wild oak llamas | bend, or

www.WildOakLlamas.com

Size Doesn’t Matter…
…it’s what you do with it!
This 7/8 Argentine male may be short in stature, but he is BIG on production! PH Coat of Many Colors (Coaty) has
become the big man on pasture at Aspen Rayne Ranch. Told by many breeders we shouldn’t add him to our
program or that he would ruin our program, they couldn’t have been farther from the truth. Coaty’s offspring have
consistently placed first in their classes and taken Grand Champion in their divisions. He has also produced several
Best of Show offspring in all disciplines: halter, performance, AND fiber. He produces what we want: bone, fiber,
coverage, and most importantly… temperament! With Coaty, we have confidence we can bring in a production
female with minor leg faults and he will correct them in his offspring. He may be small, but his offspring, and now
2nd generation offspring, speak to his immense presence.

Best of Show Offspring

2nd Generation Offspring

Grand Champion and Future Grand Champion Offspring

Roxywood’s Caramel Macchiato
2022 ILR-SD Reserve National Champion HW Male

Crooked Pines Llamas
Benjamin and Shauna Carothers
Adamsville, TN
Follow us on
Facebook or Instagram

Crooked Pines Lady Sparkle

Caramel Macchiato x Roxywood’s All In (right)

www.CrookedPinesCritters.com

MSF Blue Chip
Crooked Pines Llamas
Benjamin and Shauna Carothers
Adamsville, TN

Crooked Pines Blue Jasmine
Blue Chip x HOLR Ariel (right)

www.CrookedPinesCritters.com

GNLC Brunello

GNLC Hightower

GNLC Tesio

These tall, athletic sires and
most of our dams are the
product of
years of
“breeding beauty in the beast.”

W
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GNLC Brunello (50” withers, 78” poll)
GNLC Merlin x GNLC Valentina
GNLC Tesio (51.5” withers, 80” poll)
Sijama Ikandy x GNLC Lady Luck
GNLC Hightower (48” withers, 78” poll)
GNLC Merlin x GNLC Silver Lining

Steve & Sue Rolfing
Columbia Falls, Montana
(406) 755-9044
info@gnranch.com

www.gnranch.com
Our sales list is online.

e are in NW Montana
near Glacier National Park.
Follow us on Facebook to see
the GNLC herd & the elk,
eagles, deer, hawks, bears, fox
& occasional moose, badger,
lion, wolf & grizzly that pass
through our 500 acre ranch.

GNLC Campari
GNLC Tesio x
GNLC Pink Martini

GNLC Amico
GNLC Tesio x
GNLC Goose Bump

Our youngest sire,

GNLC Tesio
With owner
Mark Smith

has six offspring. Last year’s
are already show winners,
and this year’s are looking
pretty good, too!

GNLC Amico: Ohio State Fair Champion Silky & 2 Best of Shows;
Indiana State Fair 2 Best of Shows; Futurity Class Winner, The Gathering

GNLC Natahki (f)
GNLC Tesio x
GNLC Goose Bump

GNLC Surefire (m)
GNLC Tesio x
Ripcurl’s Maggie Mae

With owner Mark DeJong

GNLC Campari: Grand Champion & Best in Show Male, Cascade
Llama Sale, just before entering quarantine in April for export to Canada

GNLC Tesorina (f)
GNLC Tesio x
GNLC Epiphany

GNLC Vesper (m)
GNLC Tesio x
GNLC Pink Martini

Caledonia Llamas
Introduces...

Sire: Rebano Escondido Doppler

~First crias due in 2023~

Rebano Escondido Screwball
Full Chilean of Argentine Type
Sire: Rebano Escondido Doppler
Dam: Rebano Escondido Painted Fancy

www.caledoniallamas.com

Caledonia Llamas
Bloodlines:
*Rebano Escondido Pacifico,
*Llanero De Temuco, RE Doppler,

*Rebano Escondido Nubarron,
*RE Julio… to name a few!

Some of our resulting crias

Gryphon’s Glory

Some of the Boys!
Rebano Escondido Caramel Delight

Caledonia Llamas
Cameron Thornberg Knox, North Dakota

www.caledoniallamas.com

Frog Pond Farm
The Timm Family
Wilsonville, OR

Breeding Stock | Pumpkin Patch | Christmas Trees | Farm Walk-Abouts

www.TheFrogPondFarm.com

GNLC Tengen

Sijama Ikandy x GNLC Goose Bump

WOL Chiri Rondo

Chiri Alluro X Candiliesa

Thank you

to our 2022 Consigners and
Bidders! See you in 2023!
2022 Top Selling Females
PVL Gloriana - $14,000
Marabella MVVR - $13,000
RCF Silver Lining - $12,250

2022 Top Selling Males
LUA Wave’s of Chrome - $9,500
Llamatier Oberon - $9,000
GNLC Fortunate Son - $6,750

2023 Auctions

March - March of the Llamas, April - Cascade Llama Sale,
May - Spring Fling, July - Firecracker, September - Summers End

www.JustinTimmAuctionService.com

Darrell Anderson to be Inducted into
Saddle & Sirloin Portrait Gallery
The llama industry’s own Darrell Anderson will be inducted into the Saddle & Sirloin
Portrait Gallery during the North American International Livestock Exposition on November 13, 2022 in Louisville, Kentucky. An honor presented annually to an individual who has made significant contributions to the international livestock industry, the
Saddle & Sirloin Club began the portrait collection in 1903. Darrell’s portrait, by artist
Richard Stewart Halstead, will hang in the South Wing at the Kentucky Fair
and Exposition Center.
We spoke to Darrell recently and asked him if he remembered the first
time he saw the Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Gallery. “I can tell you exactly
when it was. It was November of 1969. I was on the judging team from
South Dakota State, we went to the Chicago International, at that time the
portrait gallery was there. We went to the banquet, and it was held in this
big room and a lot of the portraits were hung on the wall. They gave us
a book that year that had all the history of everybody included in it. I was
so impressed; so many legendary individuals from the livestock world had
portraits hung up there. I never in a million years would have thought that
one day I’d be one of them.”
American Llama published a piece on Darrell & Merlene Anderson in
Issue Three of the Magazine. Our interview with the Andersons discusses Darrell’s extensive history in the livestock industry as a breeder, judge,
auctioneer, and more. Darrell was active in many types of livestock including sheep, llamas, and swine, all with a long list of accomplishments.
Darrell attended South Dakota State University and joined the livestock
American Llama Magazine
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judging team as a college student. Later in his career, he went on to coach a National Champion 4-H Livestock Judging team. He later served as the CEO of the
National Swine Registry. As CEO, he identified the need for a youth program and
during his tenure the National Junior Swine Association was formed. To honor
these accomplishments, the Saddle & Sirloin Club are raising funds to endow two
scholarships. One to support the South Dakota State University Livestock Judging
Team and another for the National Junior Swine Association.
In the llama industry, Darrell is known as the llama auctioneer. He auctioned off
the highest selling llama, Newevo, at a price of $220,000. In addition to auctioneering the famed Burgess’ Final Fiesta sale, Darrell served as the auctioneer at
every LFA sale, Mark & Karen Brant’s dispersal sale, three Hinterland Walkabout
sales including the Finale, Co-Rect Llama Sales, many Celebrity and Celebration
sales, and countless others. His final auction took place at the show & sale founded by Darrell & Merlene, March Llama Madness.

Darrell on the Auction Block
Darrell has auctioned many of the
highest selling llamas and alpacas

Darrell judged in 27 states across livestock industries and was selected as the first
judge for The Gathering, the national show for the ILR-SD. The 2019 Gathering
was dedicated to Darrell and Merlene. As an influential figure in the llama industry,
we are proud to have Darrell Anderson inducted into the Saddle & Sirloin Portrait
Gallery.
Darrell and Merlene will be helping to launch multiple scholoarships as a part of
the festivities. If you would like to contribute to the scholarship funds:
Visit https://mail.nationalswine.com:8443/forms/saddleForm_information.asp
Checks may be made payable to “NSR Foundation” with the notation “Anderson
Saddle & Sirloin” on the memo line. Mail to: 2639 Yeager Road, West Lafayette,
IN 47906.
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Darrell with Peak Profit
Darrell has accomplished much in the
sheep, swine, and llama industries
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In July of 2020 I was approached by Ken Culp, the chair of Darrell’s nomination
committee, and asked to write a letter of recommendation for his nomination to
the Saddle and Sirloin Club. I am not sure if my letter was chosen to be a part of
the application or not. I know that there is a long list of people whose lives have
been changed for the better by the Andersons, so they must have had quite a few
letters to choose from. Regardless, I thought this letter would be worth sharing as
we commemorate this honor for the Andersons.
Members of the Saddle and Sirloin Secret Selection Committee,
I am writing to recommend Darrell Anderson for induction into the Saddle and Sirloin Club for his contributions to the
llama industry. Darrell has served the llama industry for more than thirty years as an industry leader, judge, and auctioneer.
Leaders are often first in line for criticism. They have to make tough calls, which leaves room for those who disagree to openly question them and point out their shortcomings. The same can be said of livestock judges. Who hasn’t walked away from
a show wondering, “What was that judge doing out there?” Auctioneers navigate a minefield, watching out for the interests
of sale organizers, consignors, and buyers. This careful dance often leads to toes getting stepped on, with hushed theories
about favoritism or rafter bids after the sale has concluded. Darrell Anderson has filled all three of these roles for decades in
the close-knit llama community, and I honestly don’t think I could find someone to say a bad thing about him.
Darrell was first introduced to llamas as an auctioneer in 1986, as the llama industry was still in its infancy. He started
as one of many auctioneers in the llama community, but eventually grew to become the most prominent llama auctioneer
by far. The records he holds for highest grossing sale ($3.2 million) and highest selling llama (Newevo for $220,000) at the
Burgess Final Fiesta sale in 2001 are unlikely to ever be broken. The Andersons were involved in llama auctions for nearly
15 years before they started their own llama breeding operation. With their experience and knowledge they were able to
quickly produce outstanding animals and achieve national show ring success. Darrell has been a respected llama judge for
decades as well. He is a part of a select group of judges who have been asked to judge the halter show for both of the industries’ national shows, the Alpaca Llama Show Association and the International Llama Registry Show Division. He has also
served as the chair of the ILR-SD Judge’s committee.
Through the years I have shown under Darrell and watched him auction off llamas. In recent years, as I started an
online magazine for llama owners, I have had a chance to work with Darrell more closely. He was very supportive of my
idea for an online magazine, which I expected to be a tough sell. Darrell agreed to write an article for the first issue, giving
an overview of what judges are looking for in a halter class. It greatly helped my new endeavor that someone with Darrell’s
American Llama Magazine
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clout signed onto the idea very early in the process. For the third issue my wife and I were able to travel to Indiana to interview Darrell and Merlene and see their small llama herd. They were incredibly warm hosts as they invited us into our home
and talked to us for several hours about their lives. As Darrell spoke about sales he had auctioneered for I was blown away
that he could remember the prices and buyers for specific animals that he sold decades ago. On more than one occasion he
would not only mention the buyer of the animal that sold twenty or thirty years ago, and what the animal sold for, but he
could tell me the contending bidders name and a personal story about that person. This wasn’t in an attempt to impress me,
it wasn’t a party trick for a very specific type of guest, he is just that sharp and is genuinely interested in people.
In my opinion the Andersons’ most important contributions to the llama industry have come in the last decade. In
early 2013, the llama industry was not doing well. In the preceding years, as the economy dove into the Great Recession,
many respected breeders had dispersed their herds or stopped breeding. Prices were down, the registry had struggled
through some financial problems, and then an announcement was made that the industry’s flagship show and sale would
not be held. The Spring Celebration sale, previously known as the Celebrity llama sale, had been held every spring for more
than twenty years and was the highlight of most llama breeders’ calendars. Out of this disappointing time in the llama industry, Darrell and Merlene partnered to form the March Llama Madness show and sale in Cloverdale, Indiana. What started
as a regional event pitched to a few of the Andersons’ close friends in the llama industry quickly grew to become the most
popular llama event in the country, with participants from coast to coast. Every year they have tried new ideas to make the
event more exciting and well attended. The llama industry has rebounded in a big way since the first March Llama Madness
event, and I believe Darrell and Merlene deserve much of the credit for the revitalization. As the MLM show has grown in
participation and enthusiasm so have the shows elsewhere in the country. And the MLM sale consistently has the highest
sellers and the best sale average.
This year, as our country has fought its way through the Covid-19 pandemic, Darrell and Merlene have helped to keep
enthusiasm about the llama industry high. After being forced to cancel March Llama Madness, they began planning the first
virtual llama show, the MLM Showdown. After a successful first virtual show in May they held a second attempt in July with
even more participation and fanfare. I don’t suspect we will ever know the full impact that these virtual shows had during
this difficult period. Enthusiasm has been very high in the llama community, but that enthusiasm could have easily been
lost without the Andersons once again rising to the occasion.
I believe that Darrell Anderson is very deserving of the honor of joining the Saddle and Sirloin Club. His contributions
to the auction ring, the show ring, and the greater llama industry will be long remembered. If you have any further questions about Darrell’s work in the llama industry please contact me by email or phone.
Regards,
-Kyle Mumford
American Llama Magazine
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BHLF Yeti

Our handsome, talented, herdsire!

BHLF Yeti is more than just a pretty face. He is a best-of-show winner,
won the MLM futurity, and has won multiple competitive performance
and fleece classes. Yeti was named the 2022 ILR-SD National Champion
MWM, where also won the prestigous All American Llama Award
for excellence in Halter, Performance, and Fleece. With his gentle
disposition he is also one of our best PR animals!

Carol Reigh
Birdsboro, PA
American Llama Magazine

Carol@buckhollowllamas.com

www.BuckHollowLlamas.com
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MCFL
Toby

Standing at Stud

Cote de Pablo x MCFL Valkyrie
Outside Breedings Available
in the Pacific Northwest

121 Total ILR UAP points
Multiple Time Champion in
Halter and Performance

Topstall Farm
Marla Albitz | Roy, WA
Marlaalbitz@topstallfarm.com

American Llama Magazine

WWW.topstallfarm.com
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Conformation Spotlight
Conformation of the Topline
By Jerrika Mumford

This article is the fourth in a series on conformation, in which each part will focus in depth on one area of conformation in
llamas. We consider ourselves students of conformation, we would not claim to be experts. This series will be a learning
experience for us as well. As we dive into sources, we will do our best to explain the strengths and weaknesses of conformational traits and illustrate what they look like.
We will continue this series with an in depth look at the neck, topline, and tail of the llama. The ideas in this article largely
come from two sources, “Conformation of the Working Llama,” by the North American Ccara Association (2) and The Horse
Conformation Handbook (1), by Heather Smith Thomas.
Imperfections and Movement
Conformation issues can sometimes be spotted when the animal is standing still. However, fiber can hide perfections or
even make a well conformed animal appear flawed. Watching a llama while in motion can help you spot imperfections that
may not be obvious when the llama is standing still. Slight imperfections are normal, and usually do not make an animal
unsound. Because no llama is perfect, it becomes a judgment call on what should be tolerated in conformational flaws. (1)
The back of a llama is defined as the area between withers and hips. The top line is defined as withers to the tail. The tail set
is how and where the tail attaches to the rump. A poorly conformed back hinders athletic ability, health and longevity, and
increases stress on the legs (1).
The neck of a llama should rise vertically from the withers. The spot where the withers and the neck meet is often referred
to as the neck-shoulder junction. The neck and head act as a counterbalance for the body and give the llama an advantage
over uneven terrain. A llama’s neck must be sufficiently long for effective balance. A llama with a long and flexible neck is
desirable as it helps llamas adjust their center of gravity more easily (2).

American Llama Magazine
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Topline
Tail
Set

Back
Withers

Hip
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A neck in balance with the rest of the body is the ideal, many judges
define this as the neck being 2/3 the length of the back. Longer legs
or a longer back should be balanced by a longer neck. A very erect
neck is often sought after in the show ring for its elegance, however
the working llama tends to benefit from a straight and slightly forward
neck. A neck that is too erect tends to pair with llamas that are post
legged in the front, causing short, choppy strides from a shoulder that
is too steep (2). Breeders in all areas would be wise to consider the
overly erect neck and its effect on a llama’s overall conformation.
Strong withers with well-attached neck muscles create more leverage for llamas in controlling their neck and raising and lowering
their heads. Poor muscle and ligament attachment between the
neck and the withers results in a ewe-neck which hinders movement
and athletic function (1).
Wither height is the highest point of the shoulder. The ideal wither
height for llamas is generally thought to be equal to the height at
the hip. Llamas have a tendency to be higher in the hips than the
withers, however this causes more weight to be shifted to the front
legs which already carry a higher percentage of the weight. It is
thought by some packers that a higher wither than hip can be beneficial in llamas, though this trait is uncommon (2).
A strong, flat back is important for the health and longevity of llamas. Shorter backs tend to be stronger backs. Picture a long, unsupported roof span with a heavy snow load. The tendency
that it will bow and break is higher than a shorter span would be. Thus, a llama with a shorter, strong back will hold up better over time. A long back is also inefficient, with power from the rear being wasted (2).
The tail doesn't play a significant role in conformation, though its connection to the back and how it is carried influences an
animal’s balance and beauty. The tail makes up the final bones in the spine, and can be an indicator of the sturdiness of the
rest of the spine (1). A crooked or kinked tail may indicate other spinal issues, including scoliosis. There are llamas who hold
their tail to the side, and there is some debate over the crooked tail and its effect on overall confirmation. However, there
is no benefit of a tail that is bent to the side or drapes over the back. A straight tail, carried upright, with the tail set placed
high on the rump is considered the ideal on a llama.
American Llama Magazine
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The following are imperfections of the neck, back, and tail set.
Sway back - A downward curve in the back. The spine is weak and
thrust from the rear is wasted. Often a back that is too long.

Running
downhill

Sway Back

Long back - back out of balance with the rest of the body. Often
ends up weak and/or sway back.
Humpback/roach back - The back has a slight upward curve. This is
considered an alpaca trait.
Low tail set - Usually due to a steep slope in the rear, sickle hocks
in the rear legs, or being camped under behind. A more rounded
rump is an alpaca characteristic.
High hips/running down hill - A downward slope from the hip to
the front. More weight is shifted to the forelegs.

Hump Back

Low Tail Set

Lateral curvature of the spine/scoliosis - a congenital defect, best
viewed from behind the llama in an elevated position. A distinct
curve in the spine.
Ewe neck - a downward dip in the neck ahead of the withers
Short neck - a too short neck can inhibit a llamas ability to balance
Crooked tail - check for a bend in the tail, could be an indicator of
scoliosis. Some llamas simply hold the tail to the side.
Kinked tail - abnormal kinks or curves in the tail
When evaluating a llama's structure, a correctly conformed topline
is important, but other aspects of conformation are important as
well. Overall balance and correct proportions of a llama’s structure
play a fundamental role in the correctness of the back. In our next
issue, we will go in depth on another aspect of llama conformation
References
1. Smith Thomas , Heather. The Horse Conformation Handbook. Storey Publishing,
2005.
2. “Conformation for the Working Llama.” North American Ccara Association,
www.ccarallama.com.
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Sugar River
Llamas
A Tradition of
Excellence

SRLL Nolo Contendre

Llamirage Deuces Wild

Hard Rock’s Back on Track

SRLL Eoghan

Fran & Ali Soukup | Lyndon Station, WI
Fran@srllamas.com | (608) 547-6504

Starr Alliance

SRLL Titus

www.srllamas.com

HI TRL VAUGHN
Owned by Al & Sondra Ellis

HOLR Monique

HOLR Storm Trooper
American Llama Magazine

HOLR Sgt. Pepper

HOLR Jagger

Wil & Sherri Tallmon
hiddenoaksllamaranch.com

Hidden Oaks Llama Ranch | Estacada, OR
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LAMS Nutcracker Legendary Sire
The llama industry has always prized long swan necks, banana
ears, and a statuesque profile. Beautiful fiber has always been desirable,
and striking markings have fetched more at auctions. Few animals
have put all of these desirable traits together quite so well as LAMS
Nutcracker, who also had exceptional conformation, an outstanding
show record, and suri fiber right as the market for suris was exploding.
LAMS Nutcracker was bred by Barb and John Reinecke of La Mara
Springs Llamas, sired by GC’s Chock Full O’ Nuts, and out of LAMS Char
Ming. He produced 96 registered offspring, was a Celebrity World
Futurity Champion, ALSA National Champion, LFA Futurity Winner, and
ALSA Recognition of Merit recipient. Nutcracker passed away in October
of 2021. We spoke to Barb Reinecke about Nutcracker in August of 2022.
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The story of LAMS Nutcracker runs parallel with Barb
Reinecke’s journey with llamas. Nutcracker’s maternal greatgrand-dam was Barb’s first llama, Arista. “We bred Arista to
Barb and Tom Parsons’ herdsire Riny’s Grandioso, who was
a tall, stretchy, long necked male,” Barb said. “That breeding
produced LAMS Arioso Grande.” LAMS Arioso Grande was
another longtime herdsire for the Reineckes, who sired LAMS
Char Ming among other show winning offspring. Barb told us,
“I knew Char Ming was a special girl, so we needed to find the
very best male that we could afford to breed to. We contacted
Larry (Fiske) about Chock Full O’ Nuts and he obliged us. He
brought Chucky over to our house and we bred Char Ming just
one time and she took. And then on September 11th of 2005,
which shows you good things can happen on September 11th,
Char Ming gave birth to a painted, suri fibered male who we
ended up naming Nutcracker.”
I asked Barb what Nutcracker was like as a cria and she
responded, “He was extra special from the beginning. I actually
didn’t know what to think of him because he was different and
special looking from most llamas and crias that were born at
that time. Of course I was fascinated by his suri fiber. He was
the first suri born on our farm, that’s when suris were first coming around.”
Knowing that she had a cria with a great deal of potential, Barb took her time deciding what his name would be. It
would be the following spring before Barb’s exciting young
male had a name that seemed to suit him. She said, “I didn’t
name him until he was almost five months old. I came up with
the name of Nutcracker and was able to get him registered
just in time to enter him in the Celebrity World Futurity and
the Grand Slam ALSA show in April of 2006, down in Oklahoma City. He was just six months at that time.”
Barb had some trepidation about signing her unique
weanling male up for the biggest show of the year. “I remem
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ber thinking, ‘Is Nutracker too different? Will
the judges like him or should I show my other
cria?’” Barb said. “I traveled with the Parsons
at that time so I usually only took one or two
llamas. I decided to take him, but we didn’t
know what the judges would say when they
saw him at Celebrity.” Barb remembered that
her travel companion, Barb Parsons, was
very impressed with Nutcracker when he
was loaded onto the trailer, but other llama
breeders didn’t seem to have quite as much
enthusiasm once he was offloaded in Oklahoma City. “People stopped by my pen and
looked at him, but they weren’t saying too
much. We still didn’t know what everybody
was gonna think of him. But he just knocked
it out of the ballpark there. At the Grand
Slam he got three firsts and a second, and he
got three Grand Champions and a Reserve
Grand Champion. He was in the Juvie class,
and there were lots of llamas there. I didn’t
know what to think, I was without words. And
then of course they had the World Futurity. I
thought, ‘Well he’s very young and stuff, so he
may not do well.’ The first futurity class is from
5-15 months, that’s quite a span, and he was
the youngest. And he aced it, he won.”
Nutcracker continued his winning
ways throughout his first year in the ring.
“Wherever he went I was always unsure how
he would do because it was always different
judges. But he just kept getting first, or a second now and then. And he was Grand Champion more often than not. He won
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the LFA Futurity. By the time he was eight months old
he had already received his ALSA Halter Recognition of
Merit, and his ALSA Halter Championship Certificate. He
just won everything there in 2006, except for the Grand
National. He did good at the Grand National. He won his
class, but wasn’t Grand or Reserve, he was third in the
championship lineup of the suri males.”
In November of 2006, shortly after Nutcracker
turned a year of age, Barb was approached about a
partnership in her promising youngster who was taking
the show ring by storm. “Mike and Janet Wilkins were
interested in purchasing half interest in him. At that
time being a small farm, if you have an opportunity like
that, sometimes you just have to go ahead and take it.
We knew that Nutcracker was special and we knew that
he was destined to be a great herdsire. But I also knew
that we didn’t have a big enough herd to realize his full
potential. The number of females that I had was small
and I knew that a bigger farm had more girls. And they
probably had better girls than what I had. I knew we would have to give him up some day so
that he could be all that he could be. That was part of the reason that when Wilkins had asked
me about it, I accepted. We thought, ‘Well, this is a big farm, they do very well at the shows,
they have a good reputation.’ And so we went ahead and became partners.”
Nutcracker stayed with the Reineckes until he was breeding age, and Barb showed him
heavily in 2007. He won the Celebrity World Futurity again and returned to the ALSA Grand
Nationals, where he was named National Champion Suri Wool Male. He then entered the
breeding pen, first with the Reinecke’s small herd and then with the Wilkins’ herd.
In the fall of 2008, after Nutcracker offspring had begun to hit the ground, Barb was
contacted about selling her remaining interest to Bob and Toni Skousen of Goose Valley
Llamas. Barb remembered thinking “Oh man, here’s even a bigger opportunity for this boy.
I hate to give him up, but they have some very nice llamas.” After a great deal of debate, she
made the difficult decision to let go of her interest in her rising star, saying, “He needs to go and
be all he can be.”
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LAMS Liza’s Nutmeg
2009 Daughter

LAMS Double or Nut’n
2008 Son

LAMS Can’t Wait for Nut’n
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LAMS Nut too Shabby
2008 Daughter
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Less than two years later, the Skousens would purchase the Wilkins interest in Nutcracker as well. Nutcracker would produce the majority of his 96 offspring while living in
Arizona, including notable herdsires GVL King Juba and Oh Happy Day. “Toni was such a
sweetheart, she would send me pictures of Nutracker and all his crias. I would cry every
time I’d see them, but it helped me to see how great he was doing,” Barb said. In the winter of 2014, the Skousens dispersed their herd and sold Nutcracker to Seth and Courtnee
Onsager, who split their time between Texas and Colorado. Seth was formerly the Skousens ranch manager, and had been instrumental in the Skousens acquisition of Nutcracker. About a year later, Nutcracker would be on the move again, as the Onsagers sold the
entirety of their herd to Mark and Susan Smith of Indiana.
Barb told us that she would have jumped at the chance to buy Nutcracker when the
Skousens and the Onsagers dispersed their herds, but she accepted that “… it just wasn’t
time for him to come back to me yet. He still had breeding to do.” While she was happy
to see him at the Smiths, she also wanted to make sure she didn’t miss out if he was sold
again. Barb laughed as she said, “I’m not sure if they even had Nutcracker off the trailer yet
and I was on the phone with Mark. I said, ‘Mark, he needs to come back to me someday. He
needs to come home when he’s done with his breeding. He needs to come back by me.’”

Oh Happy Day

GVL King Juba

Above: LAMS Nutcracker at Goose
Valley Llamas
Far Left: Oh Happy Day, owned by Tami
and Lloyd Lash, Lash’s Unique Animals
Middle: GVL King Juba, owned by Jenni
and Pat Olson, Y-B Normal Acres
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Mark and Susan used Nutcracker with success, but with multiple keeper daughters in their herd
and a full stable of herdsires, including a promising Nutcracker grandson named Sapaveco’s Rewind and
Repeat, they offered Nutcracker to Barbara in 2016, to which Barb responded, “Oh my gosh. Yes, I want
him. He needs to come home.” They arranged to make the exchange at the Gathering, and Barbara decided to sign her old show partner up once more for old times sake. Barb remembered, “At the shows my
stalls are always by Barb Parsons’ stalls. And I walked in and Barb and her farm family that always helps
her, the Jaeckel family, they had made a great big banner, ‘Welcome Home Nutcracker’ with his picture on
his stall and everything.”
At more than 10 years of age, Nutcracker didn’t quite recapture the show ring magic he had as a
yearling and two year old, but he did perform admirably, earning 2nd place in the mature male class. Barb
enjoyed the experience with him, “He really enjoyed the shows. When I would get the trailer ready and he
would be like, ‘Am I going? Am I going?!’ When there was nothing going on I would get him out. We’d go
walking around and up and down the aisles. In his stall he would be looking around and observing all the
goings on. I remember at the Gathering, I would get him out and go walking around like old times. And
there were a lot of new people that had heard about him but had never seen him. So they came up to
me, and they’re like, ‘Oh, can we have our picture taken with Nutcracker? I think he’s so wonderful and I’ve
heard so much about him.’ And people stopped to thank me for having him there.”
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Nutcracker would produce eight more crias for the Reineckes during his final years, before passing away last fall. “I actually had
to go out and buy more girls that I could breed him to,” Barb said. “I had a couple girls that I could breed him to, but I had kept some of
his daughters. He gave me some pretty awesome crias in the last few years that I had him. The last one was born last March.”
Barb has continued to show his offspring, including earlier this month at the White Lightning Show in North Carolina, where
Nutcracker progeny won double Grand Champion Suri Male and Silky Female, and Nutcracker’s Get of Sire won a double first place.
Barb said, “His legacy will live on with his offspring. They have been doing a great job, and his offspring and grand-offspring have
been doing great in the show ring. People still send me pictures of Nutcracker offspring that they have, it’s fun that everybody shares.
I have to have pictures of my grand babies and my great-grand babies.”

LAMS K-C Anna

LAMS Nutcracker’s
Kiara
LAMS Nutcracker’s the
Sundance Kid
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LAMS Barukas

LAMS Kracklin Rose
LAMS Crack
E Jack

LAMS Nutcracker’s
Kiara

LAMS Cracker’s
Touch of Class

LAMS Nutcracker’s
Kukui
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When we asked to write about LAMS Nutcracker as a
Legendary Sire, I expected to give some information about
his lineage and share some photos of him as a cria. I thought
the article would serve primarily as an example of phenotypic greatness, and an attempted explanation of how he
was made. But I have found this experience talking and writing about Nutcracker to be altogether more inspiring than I
expected. For llama breeders, Nutcracker’s story serves as a
goal for the kind of excitement and recognition we all hope
might surround an animal we help bring into the world. For
all llama owners, Nutcracker’s story is a shining example
of the kind of special relationship that can be built when
you work closely with an animal for a long period of time.
Nutcracker’s story is an inspiration for people involved in all
manner of pursuits, as we would all love to have a lasting
impact on the things we’re passionate about, just like Barb
and Nutcracker have had on the llama industry.
As we wrapped up our conversation, Barb reflected on
her journey with Nutcracker, “He’s a once in a lifetime llama.
It was hard over the years not having him, but I knew that
someday he would come back when he was done doing
what he had to do. He got to spend his last days with me,
and I was thankful that happened. It was a sad thing to lose
him, and I’ll probably never leave this property because he’s
here. He was a pretty special guy. He’s my heart llama. He
has my heart, and always will.”
Update: Nutcracker isn’t done suprising Barb yet. She messaged
us shortly before publishing that she had bred him to a female
shortly before he passed, and assumed it didn’t take. Well, he surprised Barb with his 97th cria, a black and white male born 10/1.
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Weaning with Confidence
by Jerrika Mumford

Weaning is very stressful for crias. In this article, I discuss recommendations on how to set up your crias for success
during this time, including when to wean, where to wean, and what you can do to make the weaning period successful.

Considerations for when to wean:
Natural weaning
Some people choose to let the dam wean the cria naturally. This method can be effective for some, but there
are times when the dam lets her cria nurse until over a
year of age. This can lead to a yearling or even an adult
llama who tries to nurse when the mother has another
cria at side or even trying to nurse off of other nursing
dams. If the dam is a heavy milker and/or struggles to
hold her weight this method could endanger her health.
Another consideration with natural weaning is the gender of the cria. While rare, there are males who have
bred females at surprisingly young ages. This could
lead to problems with unplanned births and even a cria
breeding his mother.
Rebreeding the Dam
If the dam is rebred or going to be rebred soon after her
cria is born, it is good to consider giving the dam time off
from nursing while she is pregnant.
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The Dam’s Weight
Some dams are great mothers and give everything to their crias. If a dam is low on her weight, it is good to take that
into consideration when determining when to wean.
Age to Wean
I recommend consulting with a mentor and take all of the above into consideration when determining weaning age.
We have had success weaning around five to six months of age, though there are some that recommend waiting a
couple months longer.

Weanling Pen Setup
Out of Sight From Mom is Best
The ideal setup for a weanling pen is somewhere the crias cannot see their
dams. If they can see their dams, they will often pace and try to reach their heads
through the fence or gates to get to their mother. If there is bad weather, the
weanlings will probably stay outside and get wet and cold. If an out of sight weanling pen isn’t possible, we have shut our weanlings in their shelter for the first day
or two to prevent them from pacing and encourage them to eat.
Familiar Area
It is recommended to wean crias in an area with which they are familiar. If you
have a separate weaning area, it is best to put the dam and cria in there together
for a period of time, then remove the dam. This will give the cria time to adjust
to their new surroundings before the stressful weaning period. Another option is
removing the dam from the herd for a period of time. The cria can remain with the
herd during the weaning period, but will have the familiarity of the pen and the
other herd members to keep them company.
Wean with a Buddy
A cria should never be separated without a llama buddy to keep them company.
Crias of a similar age and the same gender work well. Females from the herd can
also be a good option for female crias, or geldings for male crias. Consult with a
mentor if you are unsure who the best weaning buddy will be for your cria.
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What to do During the
Stressful Weaning Period
Provide Good Feed and Minerals
Having lots of good hay and alfalfa available to the
weanlings will encourage them to eat. They are
still growing and need good nutrition during this
stressful period. Free choice minerals, the same
you provide to your adults, should be available at
all times to your crias.
Vitamin Boost
On weaning day we give our crias a dose of ADE
& B12 vitamins to make sure they have the necessary vitamins for good growth. It is all about setting
them up for success in the best way possible.
Watch for Parasites
Periods of stress are when llamas are most vulnerable to parasites. Monitor your weanlings closely for
signs they may be falling into bad health. It will be
important to address parasite issues as quickly as
possible at this young age, so it is good to run fecal
samples at the first sign of trouble to make sure
can get them proper treatment.
Work on Training
We have found the weaning period to be a great
time to work on training with your cria. Short sessions to brush up on halter training, grooming
practice, and picking up feet will help your cria
learn and bond with you.
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In recognition of lifetime achievements earned in the ILR Universal Awards

Presented by the International Lama Registry

In recognition of lifetime achievements earned in the ILR Show Divsion.

September 20, 2021
Kyle Mumford, ILR President

Presented by the ILR Show Divsion
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HOLR Vigilante’s Armani
CTF Renegade’s Vigilante X Acaisha
2018 Herdsire
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Arg. Hidalgo (ET) X Arg. Machi
2008 Herdsire
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co-owned with Phyllis Wilkerson
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A reflection on

Berry Acres Llamas
An interview with Dan and Dale Goodyear
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Dan and Dale Goodyear of Berry Acres Llamas had one of the premier llama breeding programs of the 1990s and 2000s.
They experienced a great deal of success in the show ring and the sale ring as they helped to promote the benefits of llamas
in the burgeoning Northeast market. Berry Acres Llamas was the site of two notable farm production sales (Llamallenium
and Berry Picking), was the home to futurity winners and national champions, and had a highly prized stable of herdsires.
We spoke to the Goodyears by phone in July of 2022.
A Big Adjustment
The Goodyears were newlyweds and new to farm life when they discovered
llamas in the early 1990s. Dan was an executive in the steel foundry industry, and
Dale was a high school English teacher; careers they kept for many years while they
ran their farm. In a 1992 interview with Llamas Magazine, Dale said, “I lived in the
city all my life, and never had animals. When Dan and I were first married, I said to
my mother, ‘You know, I think Dan is going to want to have a dog!’ Of course, we
have two dogs that I love dearly. But little did I know what was in store for me!... I’m
really a convert now - from Bloomingdale’s to Agway!” (Llamas Magazine Volume 6,
Number 4, June 1992 by Polly Schoefield).
I asked Dale about this quote and she replied, “We bought our farm just before we got married and moved there right after our wedding. It was certainly a big
adjustment for me, but one I embraced and enjoyed. I enjoyed every minute of it.
But it was quite a departure for me, I was a city girl.”
The move to the farm was a big adjustment for Dan as well. Though Dan’s
father owned a Thoroughbred and Standardbred horse operation, it was several
states away and Dan didn’t spend his childhood raising livestock. Dan was heavily interested in sports, including a collegiate football career. By the time Dan and
Dale got married, Dan was playing golf, tennis, and skiing. Both Dan and Dale were
marathon runners and led a very active lifestyle. That all changed in the fall of 1988
when Dan fell off the roof of a barn on their new farm. The fall damaged Dan’s spine
and left him temporarily paralyzed from the neck down. In a miraculous recovery
Dan was able to walk again a month later, but after a major spinal injury many of
the athletic hobbies he enjoyed were no longer possible. “That is part of what got
us interested in looking at raising some kind of animals,” Dan remembered.
Dale said, “We looked around for what animals we might be interested in. We
fell in love with llamas after trying donkeys and other experiments that weren’t that
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enchanting. But llamas just absolutely captured our hearts. Just their
serenity and intelligence. The more we learned about them, the more
we just thought ‘this is it.”
The Goodyears started researching llamas by attending a nearby auction, visiting llama farms, and subscribing to llama publications.
Eventually they bought a small number of llamas from nearby farms.
Dan said, “The second llama we bought was named Maleah, from Janie
Deemer. Maleah was a plain Jane female, but she was the model for our
logo. One of Dale’s students took a picture of Maleah’s headshot and
sketched up a logo. Later we went to a prominent ad agency and said,
‘We want to come up with a logo for our farm.’ They came out to the
farm and looked at the llamas.”
Dale added, “We showed them the logo my student had made, and
the two guys from the ad agency said, ‘Hey, we can’t do better than this.
This kid wins, hands down’.
Dan continued, “The winner was Dale’s high school student, who
was then 16 years old. And that became our logo for the rest of our time
in the industry.”
“He ended up working on our farm and working with us for many
years, including helping to design one of our barns when he was an architecture student,” Dale said. “It was a friendship that really blossomed,
and we just loved the kid to death.”
“Why Don’t You Come to Oklahoma City?”
Early on in the Goodyears’ journey with llamas they connected with
Taylor Phelps of Tunitas Creek Llamas. It may be more appropriate to
say that Dan reconnected with Taylor, as he had actually met him when
Taylor was a young child. Dan’s grandparents and Taylor’s grandparents
were next door neighbors, and their families were very close. “In the
magazines we saw ads for Tunitas Creek. They had recently sold an animal for big money. And I saw the name, Taylor Phelps. I thought, ‘How
many people are named Taylor Phelps?’ I made a few calls and found out
that it was the same Taylor Phelps I had met as a kid many years before.
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“We looked around for what
animals we might be interested in... llamas just absolutely captured our hearts.
Just their serenity and intelligence. The more we learned
about them, the more we just
thought ‘this is it.’”
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Taylor Phelps

I called Taylor and he said, ‘Why don’t you come to Oklahoma City? There’s a big sale down there.’
We met him at the Celebrity Sale and ended up buying 13 females. That really got us started. I
think we had two or three other llamas prior to that. The invitation from Taylor started the whole
thing really.”
Dale added, “We learned pretty quickly that the llamas we already owned did not have the
traits we wanted in our breeding program, but we didn’t have much to choose from locally. When
we got to Oklahoma City we were just blown away by the quality. They were the best of the best
and we realized that it was an opportunity that we had to jump on.”
I asked the Goodyears about what they were looking for during their early herd building.
Dale said, “One thing that came from Dan’s father’s work with horses is to really research the pedigree. So often we discovered that animals look more like their grandparents and their parents, and
that became an important part of our buying was to research the pedigrees. We appreciated when
we could go to a farm and see several generations. In those days there were many more
larger farms than there are today. And there’s a lot to be said for the small farm versus
the large farm. That isn’t an important issue, except for the fact that if you go to visit
a large farm, you can often see many more offspring from one sire and dam. Or you
see what they have produced. After our first two attempts we never bought an animal
without researching several generations back, and we never bought a llama sight unseen. This really helped our program.”

“We met him at the
Celebrity Sale and
ended up buying 13
females... I think
we had two or
three other llamas
prior to that. The
invitation from
Taylor started the
whole thing really.”
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Giving Back
The Goodyears quickly became involved in llama organizations, such as the International Llama Association and the Greater Appalachian Llama Association. “When we
got started we did not realize how much we didn’t know,” Dale said. “We didn’t know
how hard it was to find a vet to help us, how hard it was to know that we were on the
right path with taking care of the health of our animals. We definitely had a lot to learn.
So becoming involved in organizations and going to conferences was the best way at
that point to learn. Now there’s a wealth of information on the Internet, but we were
really flying blind. That reinforced our interest in getting active in many organizations.”
Fairly early on in their involvement, Dan and Dale moved from run-of-the-mill
members of these organizations to board members, chairing conferences, and leaders
who helped shape the mission of these organizations. Dale spoke about their goals
during this time, “Dan had a keen interest in all of the veterinary training and research.
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There was a lot of extrapolation like, ‘OK, they’re a little bit like a horse, a little bit like
a sheep.’ Everything was guesswork, and gradually they began to discover what was
appropriate in terms of dosage and so on for a llama. But a lot of trial and error and
work went into that and discovery of what medications were not good or what the
ramifications were of using certain things. And the trial and error involved sometimes
losing an animal. Sometimes the animals would abort. And those were the trial and
error things that you hope you pass on to the next generation of breeders so that they
don’t make the same mistakes.”
Dan added, “The large animal vets were pretty universally, at that time, not very
interested in treating and doing anything with llamas. It became an objective of ours
to try to involve our local large animal vets with practice in taking care of llamas.
Because of that, down the road we continued that with continuing education at the
GALA conferences that we chaired, always trying to educate veterinarians on care
of llamas. And of course, we were dependent on Murray Fowler and Larue Johnson,
and later David Pugh and Norm Evans. Those veterinarians were my heroes and we
became very close friends with all of them. We worked hard to try to motivate veterinarians to work on llamas when in their minds it was mostly, ‘Stay away from llamas,
they’re mean and they spit’ and all the bad reputations that llamas have. I think we
played an integral part in changing that mindset.”
Eventually, the Goodyears helped form a new llama organization, the Pennsylvania Llama and Alpaca Association (PLAA). The Goodyears recounted, “On short notice,
we discovered that the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture planned to create
laws governing our llamas and alpacas. Operating on the assumption that they were
mean, aggressive, disease-ridden animals that bite and spit, they proposed legislation to lump camelids with cervids (elk and deer) and pass laws to regulate their interstate and intrastate travel and require 20-foot-high fences, to restrain them in their
owners’ pastures and restrict visitors by 10 feet from the fence’s perimeter.”
The Goodyears rushed to help form the PLAA and partner with the ILA to fight
this legislation. With the assistance of Donald Christ, ILA President and a Yale educated attorney, and Dr. Murray Fowler, DVM, they were successful in fighting the
onerous regulations. “We can credit Donald and Murray for saving our ability to own,
raise, show, and transport llamas,” Dan and Dale said. While the PLAA was created in
a hurry, it stuck around after the battle was won, and helped to unite and educate
northeast llama breeders for years to come. Dan served as President of PLAA.
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Patterson Connection

Mach One

BAL Morgan

The Goodyears continued to purchase animals at auctions
and by private treaty. At the 1993 Spring Celebrity sale the Goodyears purchased the high selling male for $40,500. He was a striking black and white son of Macho Camacho consigned by llama
industry luminary, Kay Patterson. The Goodyears became good
friends with Kay (of Hinterland Llamas), as well as her ex-husband
Richard (of Patterson Llamas). “We had long term friendships with
both of them,” Dale said. “And they were both great marketers.
They knew how to promote llamas, and it was tough bargaining
with them.” The Goodyears would purchase many animals from
both of the Pattersons over the years, and the Pattersons purchased some Berry Acres llamas as well. BAL Morgan, for example, was purchased at the Berry Picking sale by Richard Patterson. When Richard and Linda dispersed their herd, Morgan was one of
two animals they retained. Later Morgan was sold to Kay, and was a part
of her keeper herd when she dispersed in 2010.
While all of the Goodyears’ purchases from the Patterson programs were impactful, two stand above the rest: Silver Peru and Whist.
They were both sired by high-selling Peruvian imports from the 1993
Peruvian Selection Sale. Silver Peru was acquired first. He was a son of La
Raya Peru, out of Constance, bred by Richard and Linda Patterson. Dan
said, “Richard started, in some of the big llama publications, advertising
Silver Peru as a young cria. He had two or three ads that he put out promoting Silver Peru. So I tried to buy Silver Peru from Richard, and he said,
‘Oh, he’s not for sale.’ And I thought, ‘Why are you advertising this cria so
much?’ I found out later that it was his marketing way of creating interest
and getting someone to bite. It took 3 months of tough negotiations, but
ultimately we bought him for a pretty big number. It really paid off. Our
first production sale was in 2000, Llamallenium. Silver Peru offspring averaged $20,000.”
Dale added, “We did quite a few outside breedings too.”
Dan continued, “And back in those days the breeding fee was
$5,000. We got some return on our investment, let’s put it that way.”
Silver Peru
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Whist was also a heavily advertised young male, and already had his
first offspring on the ground when the Goodyears approached Kay about
purchasing him. Dan remembered, “When we learned of Kay’s success with
El Fuerte, we wanted to add that bloodline to our herd. Once again, we
were negotiating, this time with Kay at Hinterland. Initially she only sold
me half of Whist. We had a written agreement that six months he’d be on
our farm, six months he’d be on their farm. He would go back and forth
about as far of a distance as you can get in the United States. And that segued into my buying the other half. He only went back and forth a couple
of times before we decided that it was just crazy and too stressful on the
animal. It’s one thing if you’re 20 miles away and sharing a male, but when
you’re across the country it’s not very good in terms of transporting him.”
These two high-profile herdsire purchases took the Berry Acres program to the next level. When their breeding program was at its peak, the
Goodyears hosted two farm sales. The Llamallennium sale was held in June
of 2000 in partnership with Bon and Cindy Burgess of Feathers and Friends
Farm, and the Berry Picking sale was held in June of 2003 with BAL production and select outside consignments. At Llamallenium Silver Peru offspring were the high selling female (BAL Copy Cat) and high selling male
(BAL Prudential). At the Berry Picking sale Whist offspring were the high
selling female (BAL Radiance) and high selling male (BAL Quest).

Above: Whist
Far Left: BAL Copy Cat
Middle Left: BAL Quest
Left: BAL Radiance
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Bucking the Trend
The Goodyears entered the llama business just as the “Country of Origin” fad was taking hold. The first Chilean and Bolivian importations had come into the country in the previous 5-10 years, and what started as a marketing interest in the original imports morphed
into breeding programs that focused on “Pure Chileans,” “Pure Bolivians,” and “Pure Peruvians.” Many prominent breeding programs based their breeding decisions, at least in part, on
country of origin.
Some programs did not follow this fad. Kay Patterson, one of the Goodyear’s friends
and mentors, promoted her “No Borders, No Boundaries” program, where she tried to breed
for the best animal regardless of country of origin. The Goodyears took a similar approach
with their breeding program. “There was sort of a wave of opinion that said, “Don’t mix your
Bolivians with your Chileans or your Argentinians,” and so on and so forth,” Dan said. “We really took the position that we were breeding without country of origin being in our selection
process. We were looking at the animal, not the country of origin, and I think that paid off for
us.”
Dale added, “I think there was no real foundation in it. It didn’t make sense from a
standpoint of what’s good for your animal or your breeding program. It became more of
a marketing tool. ‘Oh, do you have Chileans in your herd? Do you have a separate Bolivian
herd?’ I don’t mean to cast any aspersions because there were some fine breeders that were
doing that. But I think it was more of a marketing thing. We quickly discovered that breeding
for the best qualities regardless of country of origin was the way we wanted to go. While we
might say, ‘Oh yes, let’s get this Bolivian female into our herd,’ it never seemed sound reasoning to us to exclusively breed her to Bolivian males. So we did not fall into that trend at all.
We just always bred for the best qualities, keeping health as the utmost priority.”
When you look through the years of Berry Acres Llamas production, you will find an
overwhelming majority of animals that have a mixed country of origin, many of which had
domestic North American lines as well as imported lines from a variety of countries. Dale
said, “The good old North American stock was getting overlooked. And that was where you
saw some of the best conformation. We were also insistent on knowing the pedigrees several generations back, that was another thing that stopped us from (breeding for country of
origin). Because here were these pedigrees that had nothing on them.”

BAL Silver Dancer

BAL Silver Chalice

BAL Irish Whiskey
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Show Ring
The llama show circuit was picking up steam as the Goodyears became active in the llama industry. The Goodyears
embraced the show ring, and found a great deal of success there. “We were quite active in showing as much as we could,”
Dan said. “Going to shows and having good results, as I think we can brag and say we did, enhances the value of your breeding program and the interest that other people have in buying animals from you. At the latter part of our time raising llamas,
we were breeding 50 or 60 animals a year and selling them.”
In consecutive years, Silver Peru and Whist were named ALSA National Grand Champion for Get of Sire. Silver Peru
achieved this prior to turning 3 years of age, with a group of juveniles from his first get. Whist had the incredible distinction
of winning both Champion and Reserve Champion in the same class at Nationals, out of 18 entries. Kay had also entered the
class with her get from Whist, which won the Reserve National Champion title. The Berry Acres program boasted many more
successful show animals. BAL Steuben, a male whose pedigree was three generations deep in the BAL program, was named
ALSA Grand National Champion Heavy Wool Male two years in a row.
But it wasn’t just the blue ribbons and championships that kept the Goodyears attending shows, it was also the camaraderie with other llama owners. Dan told us, “I think the show ring helped us in our marketing, but also it was a lot of fun.
Katrina Capasso worked with us pretty darn closely and went to a lot of the shows. Because of my spinal cord injury I didn’t
want to be walking around the show ring and it’s just not my cup of tea. I’d rather be behind the scenes and cleaning the
stalls while Dale and Katrina were out marching around hopefully getting some blue ribbons.”
The Goodyears continued their focus on the welfare of their llamas at the front of their mind when it came to the
show ring as well. Dale said, “The other thing we discovered in showing is that not all animals are suited for the show ring.
Not just because of their conformation and presence. We kept a close eye on them, with regard to their health. We would
weigh an animal before they left and when they got back. If we found an animal that lost 10 pounds while you were at that
show, and started looking a little droopy and stressful, showing might not be for them. Maybe we would stick to local shows
or shorter trips for those animals. But some animals absolutely thrive on it and seem to know that they won. And that’s exciting. It was a great experience. I enjoyed those years tremendously.”

Whist ALSA National Grand and Reserve Champion GOS
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Renegade
The most impressive accomplishment of the Goodyears’ time in the show ring belongs to BAL Renegade, who
Dan and Dale called the “culmination of our breeding program.” Renegade’s sire was Silver Peru, and his dam was MGF
Renaissance, the high selling llama at the 2000 Spring Celebrity sale, purchased from the McRoberts.
The Spring Celebration Futurity was one of the longest running, and most popular shows in the country, as top
programs attended and consigned to the Celebrity sale. In 2005, an ALSA show was announced to run prior to the futurity
and sale. It was called the Grand Slam because they had hired four judges who would each be giving placements.
The Goodyears decided to enter Renegade, a promising yearling male, into the Celebrity sale and in the Grand Slam
show. Renegade was unanimously well received, winning four grand champions in a division of 35 heavy wool males, and
four best of shows at one of the largest shows of the year. His success continued in the sale ring. Dale told us, “We had no
idea what would happen when we sold him. We knew we had a pretty good animal, but he was young and unproven. You
just don’t know. And there are a lot of good animals in the sale. But it was the first time they did this Grand Slam with four
judges prior to the sale. Anybody buying an animal had a pretty good idea of how that animal would do in the show ring.
And it was a great marketing device because you look at an animal and say that four judges agreed that’s about as good as
you could get.” After lively bidding, BAL Renegade topped the sale at $56,000 selling to the Tallmons and Atkinsons.

BAL Renegade with Dale
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Wrapping Up
Dan and Dale slowly dispersed their herd between 2005 and 2010. Silver
Peru, and Renegade’s dam were offered to Debbie Shellabarger, who had been a
contending bidder on Renegade. Dan told us that Debbie had approached him
to let her know how much they loved Renegade and wished they had been the
winning bidder, to which he said, “Maybe you should buy the factory!” The pair
continued to produce knockouts, including multiple herdsires.
BAL Renegade had a successful breeding career for the Atkinsons and Tallmons, siring CTF Renegade’s Vigilante among others. At the Tallmons dispersal
sale Renegade sold to the Gerken family of Hard Rock Llama Company, where he
continued to produce great offspring into his late teens.
Dale remembered, “After we had sold a great number of animals we went
to the BIG E to watch. There were over 40 people who had shown animals that
were related to Berry Acres Llamas at that show. We just thought, ‘Wow, this is
pretty exciting. Somebody else is grooming them and showing them!’ And we
took some delight in seeing them win. There’s something to be said for passing
on the joy of ownership. It’s not like we invented llamas. So we each try to be
good stewards and you know do something to contribute to what it is to own a
llama. I think there are a lot of good people that are raising llamas for the right
reasons and are spreading the joy. And that’s great.”

BAL Whiskers with Katrina Capasso
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Llamas, photo courtesy of
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The Goodyears have continued to keep tabs on the llama industry, even though
it has been more than 17 years since they last owned a llama. “What has helped is,
right about the time we got Facebook was starting to perk up,” Dale said. “All kinds of
llamas show up on Facebook to our great delight. That was a wonderful way to see
how our animals were doing out there.”
I asked Dan and Dale what they have been involved with since leaving the llama
industry. Dale said, “I spent a year as the Grand Chaplain of the Order of the Eastern
Star, an affiliate of the Freemasons. It’s largely charitable, as the masons are. You may
be more familiar with Shriner’s hospitals and things like that. It’s all part of a big organization. I traveled all over the state with them, with the other officers. It was quite an
experience. I didn’t know that much about Pennsylvania because I wasn’t born here.
But now I can say I’ve been in coal mines, and to Shanksville, and the lumber museums. I saw all sorts of things I didn’t know existed, so it was a very exciting year.”
Dan said, “I served on the board of some other companies and so I was active in
that for a number of years, but I’m pushing 85 now. With us it’s…”
Dale jumped in and said, “Keeping track of our dogs.”
Dan continued, “Yeah, keeping track of our dogs. Trying to get to the gym once a
day, and stay alive. I’m not active on any board of directors anymore. We downsized to
a one-acre property. Friends and family are really the focus of our time.”
Toward the end of the interview I asked Dan and Dale to share their advice for the
next generation of llama breeders, and we will conclude this article with their responses.
Dan: “The bottom line is HAVE FUN! We had a lot of fun years while we were involved.
We still have great memories of camaraderie with people when we went to shows
and sales. People we never would have met otherwise. But the common denominator
for why we kept at it and kept having success was the fun we had while doing it.”
Dale: “I would also say, have respect for the unique qualities that llamas possess. As
you learn about their health and breeding, also learn about the temperament and
nature of llamas. They are different from other species. That is something we found
thoroughly intriguing,and it is something that deserves respect and attention because they are unique animals – stoic and elegant and need to be approached with a
respect for their nature, both individually and collectively.”
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How Do You Catch a Llama?
As we publish our 9th issue of American Llama Magazine, each containing at least one interview with breeders,
we have now asked hundreds of questions to some of the most experienced llama enthusiasts in the country. We’ve
asked about breeding, grooming, feeding, fencing, shelters, sales, marketing, manure management, and everything in
between. One question I never thought of asking was, “how do you catch a llama?”
I grew up raising llamas. My grandparents’ first llamas were purchased 10 years before I was born, and my parents
purchased theirs 3 years after that. My childhood was full of crias, 4-H meetings, and llama shows. I’d like to think I’ve
learned a lot about llamas over the past 30 plus years. I’ve learned even more from breeders in our interviews the last
few years too. But why would I bother to ask them about something as elementary as catching a llama? I’m fairly sure I
learned to catch a llama before I learned to tie my shoes.
But, on our trip last fall to visit Sarah McGovern of New Leaf Llamas, I saw something new. I watched Sarah attempt to catch a BIG female, who seemed to have no interest in being caught. Sarah walked up to the female inside of
a large catch pen, tried to put the lead rope on the llama’s back, and the llama quickly turned and trotted to the other
side of the catch pen. At this point I wandered over, assuming she would need my help to corner the llama. While I was
walking over, Sarah tried again. She walked up, placed the rope on the llamas back, and this time the llama stood like a
statue. She caught her without assistance. I didn’t have the words for it at the time, but I had just seen a llama handler
offering a llama an “escape route” for the first time. I found it interesting, but mostly filed it away in my mind and continued doing things the way I’d always done them.
A few months later I was asked to do a “booth” at Marty McGee Bennett’s virtual clinic, with one of the perks
being that I got to listen in on all of the speakers throughout the weekend. It was there that I heard Marty give a presentation that explained what I had seen Sarah do the previous fall. I listened to Marty as she described how camelids
are naturally prey animals, and we take on a predator role when we get them into a corner and approach them from
behind. She blamed the corner, grab, hold method for all manner of training problems, including toe-nail trimming and
shearing issues. As I type this I can picture a few folks rolling their eyes and saying “I don’t know about all that”. I totally
get it, because I was you, and to some extent I still have some of that skepticism. But I have decided to make an effort
to put my skepticism on the shelf, keep as much of an open mind as I can muster, and attempt to learn some new tricks
as an old dog.
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I spoke to Marty by Zoom this summer, a conversation that ended
with me enrolling in her online courses about training and behavior,
and starting a process of evaluating all of the elementary llama handling
practices that I’ve been using for decades. We plan to learn about
new training ideas from Marty, put them into practice in our herd
management, and write about the experience over the next several
issues of American Llama.
Over the past couple of months I have completed the first of Marty’s
online courses Introduction to the Science of Behavior, and plan to
complete the second this fall (Catching and Haltering the Camelidynamics
Way). While Introduction to the Science of Behavior covers a myriad
of related topics, the primary takeaway for me is related to the ABCs
of Behavior (see Camelids and The Science of Applied Behavioral
Analysis from Issue 5 for a good overview). The ABCs of Behavior are the
Antecedent, the Behavior itself, and the Consequence of the behavior.
Antecedent arrangements are given more airtime in the course, with
the most reliable way to prevent a behavior being to avoid it altogether.
With regard to the Behavior itself, I learned how to operationalize
behavior; meaning that I describe what happened rather than using
vague, emotionally charged language (Eg: “he started pulling the opposite
direction” instead of “he started acting like a jerk”). And for Consequences
I learned the difference between positive reinforcement, negative
reinforcement, positive punishment, and negative punishment, all of which
have their benefits and drawbacks.
At this stage in the project, I would say that the biggest thing I have
learned is to fully analyze any behaviors that are concerning. In the past
if an animal acted up during grooming or toe trimming I would be likely
to fault the animal. I strongly believe that there is a genetic component
to behavior, some family lines are simply more calm and easy to work
with. My belief in the power of selective breeding may have led me to
judge an animal as “difficult to work with” (or more colorful variations
during shearing season) if a problematic behavior is encountered. The
American Llama Magazine
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is encountered. The
problem with this line of
thinking is that it ends the
conversation.
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problem with this line of thinking is that it ends
the conversation. So in recent months rather than
saying “that llama is crazy,” I might say something
like “I don’t like the way she jumped around in
the restraint chute, I wonder what I could do
differently next time.” I might need to practice
going in the chute with them in other situations,
associate the experience with something positive
like grain, or perhaps avoid the restraint chute
altogether with this animal. In other words, I
operationalize the behavior, look for alternative
antecedent arrangements, and consider potential
consequences to prevent or reinforce the behavior.
For the first step in this new series, we
are focusing on farm setup. Physical setup is an
important antecedent for many behaviors. You can
make many management and training activities
much easier with the right property setup. With
the ideas we learned from Marty’s online course,
we have been evaluating our barn setup and are
evaluating future changes. The first step for us was
to set up a new 10x10 work area which we can
funnel animals in and out of with minimal drama.
Typically I have caught llamas in our large indoor
barn area, which isn’t currently functional for
reliably offering an escape route.
In the coming pages, Marty was kind enough
to contribute an article related to the setup she
perfected over time at her former farm in Central
Oregon. I hope that you find the information
valuable, and it helps you to evaluate your own
setup for potential improvements.
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IT’S NOT WHAT YOU DO…
IT’S WHAT YOU DON’T DO!
By Marty McGee Bennett

It is amazing how little work is required to teach a young llama to wear a halter, lead and accept basic handling if
don’t do anything. Ok, ok, I realize I need to flesh that out a bit… stay with me.
When camelids come into the world they arrive with some basic instincts such as the suck reflex and the flight
response but little knowledge of how to use them. As you have no doubt observed a newborn must engage in
some trial and error to find his mother’s teats. The same is true of the flight response. If a newborn baby reacted to
everything it had never seen before, it would soon exhaust itself. A baby llama learns from his own direct experience
as well as watching his mother and herd mates and their reactions to things in the environment. In this way a baby
llama learns what is safe and what is not… hopefully fast enough to keep him from getting into serious trouble. The
belly area of the wrong female, an older cria who happens to be too rough an electric fence or a two-legged can all be
significant lessons in what to stay away from. These early lessons can be pivotal experiences and shape future behavior
in very significant ways.
If you have been around for the birth of even a few baby llamas or alpacas you
* Compromised babies fall
may have noticed how non-reactive they are to almost everything for the first few days. into a different category all
together. If a baby is injured,
You can sneak up on these little blank slates pretty easily for two maybe three days…
sick or otherwise needs
handy for those early weigh-ins or just snuggling… STOP! This is exactly what NOT
immediate attention all bet
to do! When you capture, restrain and pick up newborn llamas you immediately put
are off. In this case you must
yourself in the category of “things” to run away from. You will now have to work very
attend to the baby immediately
hard to get a new benign designation.
and do what must be done.
Newborn llamas require some attention. I would argue that for the most part
I would submit that in this
we grossly over do our involvement but that is a different article. A normal newborn
case the baby will probably
is up on his feet and capable of walking with his mother reasonable distances within a
not remember much and
very short time.* If you have prepared your facilities ahead of time, there is no reason
the damage from a handing
to pick these babies up IF you believe that it is important not to. In my opinion there is
standpoint will be limited.
NOTHING that will save you more time.
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If you invested a $100 every month and got an average
return of 10% in 25 years you would have $118,136.47.
Eliminate 100 calories a day and you loose ten pounds a year.
As striking as the results can be we humans often have a very
hard time learning to consider the long-term gain as we muster
the discipline to overcome the temptation of short-term
gratification. Saving money or losing weight using the longterm approach doesn’t require much of a sacrifice, one less
latte a day saves you both the dollars and calories, but it does
require discipline. The same is true of raising llamas.
The long-term goal when it comes to llamas is pretty
much a no-brainer— we want animals that are easy to handle
and pleasant to be around with a minimum investment of time
and effort. The good news is that creating this reality is A LOT
easier than giving up that latte! Make a few tiny changes in
the way you work with your animals and invest in them every
day and the dividends just pour in.

After the baby is born it is easy to walk up
to have a look… everyone wants to!

For many of us, llamas were supposed to be antidote to the poison of stressful lives. Unfortunately if you have
not invested long-term in your llama handling savings account, getting a group of wild and crazy weanlings ready
for their first show can be more stressful than rush hour traffic. In fact it may not be possible. Animals are famous for
resisting our schedules and refusing to comply with what we think is important.
Setting up Your Llama Handling Savings Account
“The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago, the second best time is right now!” If your set up isn’t right fix it
immediately!
Your pasture and barn set up is the single most important aspect of your handling investment. If you are going to
get that baby llama to the scale, out of the rain or into a handling area for a veterinary exam you must be able to move
animals around your property easily without chasing or cornering and without a staff of ten. Remember your animals
learn what you teach them. Every single time you chase your baby llama you teach him to run away from you! Every
time you corner and hold him you teach him to use other escape and evasion techniques like kushing, kicking and
spitting.
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When you plan your herding set up you must think strategically
use laneways, gates and funnels to move animals into working
areas. Herding tools such as herding tape, poles or wands serve as
extensions of your arms and more importantly your intention. Your
set up help you to turn herding into an art form. It doesn’t matter
that the new baby isn’t very fast, good herding happens at a trot,
incredible herding happens at a walk. I use wands the very first time
Herding a group of animals easily means setting
I move a baby from point A to B, he learns immediately that I am
up your farm so that it will work. Using herding
communicating with these tools and there is no reason to be afraid.
tape and wands makes herding a lot easier.
This pays me back in time saved every day for the rest of his life.
Use a catch pen EACH and EVERY time you want to lay hands
on a llama—including those new babies. I do not reach out and try to
touch a llama unless he is in a catch pen period! Llamas that are only
worked in a catch pen are very blasé about moving close to humans
in the barn or in the pasture. You may be tempted to reach and out
to touch and I would caution you not to. When you reach out you
will teach your babies to move away from you. It is ironic to be sure
but a llama baby must KNOW that you won’t reach out to have the
Using wands extends your reach and
confidence to get close.
feels safer for the animals.
I would be hard pressed to adequately express how important
the consistent use of a PROPER catch pen is to saving time. I use
different sizes for different chores but the most versatile pen is a 9’
x 9’ or 8’ x 8’ pen. 10’x10’ is better than nothing but anything larger
won’t work! A proper catch pen is the equivalent of compounding
interest when it comes to handling. Benefits of using a catch pen
begin to accumulate and permeate your entire handling system.
Your catch pen will be much more useful if you make it a part of a
larger area. It is much easier to herd animals into an intermediately
sized pen and then into your working catch pen.
There is an expression that investors use “Don’t ride the dog all
the way down!” In other words don’t stay loyal to an investment that
Using a long, narrow container for initial
is not working. If you have a fancy handling tool or set up that doesn’t
leading lessons makes it much easier for
work… it makes more sense to spend a bit more money to fix it or
both handler and “student.”
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even start over than to keep using it. The good news is that the infrastructure required to handle llamas is inexpensive
and easy compared to most other barnyard animals. (See American Llama Issue Three, the Positively Perfect Panel)
Recently we have invented a new way to use panels. We call it the Camelidynamics Handling Facility. It is constructed
of lightweight camelid panels 9 feet long (you could also use 8 footers) and five feet high, T-posts, PVC pipe and
heavy-duty zip ties. (see photo) It took all of a morning to brain-out and build and is more useful than any other
handling tool I have ever used! It features a couple of catch pens, handling areas for worming, or toenail trimming and
THE most important thing, a weighing station.
Weighing your llamas is your single most important management job. Regular weighing keeps you informed
of any weight loss or gain and therefore keeps you ahead of problems before they become serious. Because it is so
important and because it must be done regularly it is imperative that it be easy to do for you to do. In order for it to be
easy for you it must be easy for the llamas!
We herd our animals into a holding area from there into a handling pen, through a laneway over the digital
platform scale into another handing pen. There is no place for them to go but down the narrow lane and no place to
put their feet other than the scale. There is no need to halter or catch the animals. They are never separated from their
herd mates and the babies are never out of their mother’s site and only physically separated for a few seconds. Do not
pick babies up to weigh them!

This is the handling facility in action. The animals in the
foreground are in the holding area, a young female heads
down the laneway and over the scale.
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is guided onto the scale through the narrow lane.
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This schematic shows how to use very simple materials to build a handling facility
that makes regular weighing easy without the need to pick up a baby to do it.
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I take the opportunity during routine weigh-ins to do some TTouch
on the babies. When they are in a small holding area in a group it is easy
to get your hands on them with out it turning into a chase and grab. I
approach from behind the eye and use my hand on the midline of the
neck instead of grabbing them around the neck. (photo) This teaches the
baby to stay in balance rather than to throw his weight into my arm in an
attempt to escape. (see photo and reference to previous article) I want
to touch them around the mouth, ears, eyes and bridge of the nose,
work on the sides of the body and a bit on the upper legs. The entire
process takes less than a minute or two. My guess is that by the time the
baby is five to seven months old and it is time to wear a halter and learn
to lead I may have invested a grand total of twenty to thirty minutes.
This is where my NEVER PICK THE BABY UP discipline really
In a small holding area in a group, it is easy to get your
hands on a baby without it turning into a chase and grab.
pays off. Because I haven’t done “anything” that will create problematic
behavior I simply put the halter on and often I will take them on their first Approach from behind the eye and use your hand on the
of the neck instead of grabbing him around the
walk that very day. I begin the leading lesson in a long narrow space with midline
neck. Working with the young alpacas only in the catch
a long lead so that I can give the baby a chance to get away from me if
pen allows them to develop trust in other situations.
he gets frightened so there is no bucking no rearing and no jumping.
One of the most difficult aspects of preparing llamas for a show is
teaching them to stand when a human approaches. Think about it guys…
if you have never chased, grabbed or picked up a baby llama you will
NOT have to teach him to stand because you haven’t already taught him
to FLEE! It really is more about what you don’t do than what you do!
When you truly embrace the idea of changing your behavior to
create a safe haven for your herd, magic happens. All of your llamas
regardless of their age or previous experience with humans will benefit.
Each generation becomes more and more trusting. Even older girls will
learn that they don’t need to invest their energy to protect their babies
from you. It is absolutely amazing to me how little there is to do when
you don’t make-work for yourself. Now if I could only teach them to
poop in the wheelbarrow!
Happy Handling!
The handler is using the bracelet and has control of the
alpaca’s balance. Spend just a few minutes allowing the
baby to get used to your touch – only in the catch pen.
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CAMELIDynamics
Online Courses
Offering two online courses:
1. An Introduction to the Science of
Behavior and Basic CAMELIDynamics
2. Catching and Haltering the CAMELIDynamics Way
I strongly recommend that you begin by taking the
introductory course “An Introduction to the Science
of Behavior and Basic CAMELIDynamics. The concepts and techniques build as you progress and you
will learn skills in the introductory course that will help
you succeed in the subsequent courses.

Ask About our
Zoom/Remote
Training Sessions!

2021

You will have one full year of access to the course
material automatically from the day that you purchase
the course. If you would like access after that you
need only email me and I will renew your access for
another AS MANY TIMES AS YOU WOULD LIKE at
no extra charge!

www.Camelidynamics.com

Selecting the Right Llamas for Your
Multi-Purpose Breeding Program
By Alyssa Jensen

After thousands of years of domestication, llamas have been used for a large number of versatile things. From beasts
of burden to livestock guardians to fun and unique pets; there are so many ways a llama can be utilized that it’s no wonder
the species has grown in popularity over the years. And with that growth in popularity comes an increase in the number of
breeders selecting for llamas not only with strong conformation, but also with specified temperaments that not only complement and enhance their breeding program, but also give their animals purpose outside of reproduction. Not every animal is destined for the breeding pens or the show ring, many if not most end up in homes that utilize them in a vast variety
of different things. In order to best provide for the families that find their own uses for their llamas, many breeders select
multi-purpose studs and dams that not only pass down strong conformation and good health, but also specific temperaments that give the llamas an advantage outside of the breeding pens. Some breeders select for sweet, friendly temperaments that complement uses in things such as companions, public relations, performance, and therapy. Others may select
for a more alert, upright, confident temperament that helps show off strong physical traits in a halter arena or that makes
the animal the perfect candidate for a livestock guardian. And some will select for curious, level headed, and willing temperaments for packing, carting, 4-H, or performance.
For many, breeding for llamas that can be used in many different ways is a big part of their breeding program. Breeding animals that exhibit both strong physical and mental traits can help diversify your selection of animals to potential
buyers and can help you expand your farm in new ways. By breeding for animals that are not only physically sound but also
mentally capable of being used in various ways, we are setting up for success in both the breeding and nonbreeding parts
of the industry. Carefully selecting the right animals that exhibit the right traits for diverse uses sets a strong foundation not
only for your goal, but for the goals of those who bring the animals you have produced into their own programs.
So how do you go about selecting llamas that can not only hold their own in a halter arena but also in a working
environment? Well to start, the basis of any animal is its overall physical health. Finding llamas that have strong conformation is key to keeping those animals healthy and comfortable throughout their lives, and to find those animals it’s important
to do thorough and in-depth research into what conformation traits are essential to your breeding goal. In every case, the
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legs and topline are vital for all animals, especially those being put to work in any way. A
llama with dropped pasterns and/or a swayed topline, for example, is going to struggle
CVL Pride’s Badger
and be uncomfortable when burdened with a pack for a hike, when standing on cement A herdsire prospect
for a public relations event, when taken through a performance course, when carrying
we purchased and
showed in halter
and birthing a cria, or even when asked to stand for a long period of time in a halter or
showmanship class. Not only will the animal be more uncomfortable doing things it
may truly enjoy, poor conformation can lead to a shorter lifespan of the animal, which is
the last thing most owners want to see happen to the animals they love so much. So, in
order to ensure happy, healthy animals that can live long lives doing what they’re bred
for, it’s important to start with a solid frame as a base for selecting llamas for a multi-purpose breeding program. Once you’ve found a solid frame in the conformation of the
animals, then you can move on to finding other traits that you enjoy seeing in llamas
that help you accomplish your overall breeding goal. These traits can be anything you
see fit such as fiber type/coverage, ear shape, face shape, color, size, etc. Most of these
traits are simply for eye appeal and can help a breeder stamp their animals in a way that
is uniquely theirs.
Once you have the physical traits for your breeding program
mapped out, then you can start selecting the temperamental traits you
Coaty’s Underdog ARR wish to see in a multi-purpose llama. It is important to remember, howA multi-purpose
ever, that selecting for temperaments can be much more complicated
herdsire: halter and
than selecting the basics of physical traits. While both physical traits and
performance winner
temperament are affected by the animals’ environment and experiences
in their own ways, temperament tends to be the hardest thing to nail
down because of that. Think of it as a story that never stops being written until the end of the llama’s life. The llama’s genetics are the words,
the basis of what will eventually make up the story, and the chapters are
the experiences that the llama has throughout its life. Each experience
is a different chapter in the book, and each chapter plays a role in how
the others are written until a story, or the llama’s temperament, unfolds.
Having the right words for the story you wish to create is vital but you
also need to help compose the chapters in a way that will shape the
story into what you want out of it. As the breeder, it’s your job to use the
words, or genetics, the llama gives you and help write those chapters, or
life experiences, from the beginning. Do this in a way that has a positive
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impact on the chapters later on in the story, and you get a llama that will meet your goals as a
breeder in more ways than one.
When you go out to find a llama to bring into your program, the best thing to do when
trying to find a temperament that works best for you, is to meet the animal face to face and just
observe it. Of course, you’ll want to have a good understanding of llama behavior in general,
but in most cases seeing the animal in person and being able to interact with it will give you a
general idea of the llama’s temperament.
The following are some questions to ask yourself when meeting a llama you are thinking
of adding to your farm:
1. How does the llama react to the things around it?
2. How does the llama interact with the environment?
3. What is it focused on while on a lead?
4. What motivates it?
5. How does it react to something it’s not familiar with?
6. How does it react to other animals?
7. What kind of training has it gone through?
8. What kind of experiences has it had throughout its life?
9. How does the seller interact with it differently than you might?
10. And most importantly, how does it react to you?

A couple of our llamas
on an outing to the feed
store

Finding out the answers to these questions will help you determine if the llama you are
looking at is the right fit for you and your program. If you feel comfortable that this animal
provides the responses you want to see from these questions or that you feel that it can
eventually respond how you want it to with some work, then you are on the right track.
Once you have your foundations and can start building on them, then you can really begin
shaping the mold of your program and find the rawest ingredients in what your animals are
really capable of in a breeding program. Evaluate each cria you produce on both a physical and
mental basis as they grow. Each animal will be entirely unique, but you will still be able to see
what those parents have passed down with each cria they produce in their subtle similarities.
Some of our PR llamas at
You’ll be able to see the raw temperament of your animal in those crias it produces and you
a local Catholic School
will quickly learn how to best shape those crias in a way that allows them to find the greatest
uses possible, whether that be as a therapy animal, as a livestock guardian, as a show animal, or
anything else, the possibilities are limitless.
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Breeding and Training Calm and
Correct Llamas for any Purpose
www.MythicalAcresLlamas.com
Alyssa Jensen | Lincoln, NE
MythicalAcres@gmail.com

CVL Pride’s Badger
Multi-time Best in Show Winner
Halter Champion
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Coaty’s Underdog ARR
Multi-time Best in Show Winner
Performance Champion
Halter Champion
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Leading up to the release of this issue, we asked members
of the Llama Group on Facebook to answer the following
question, “For those of you actively shopping for a male,
what are you looking for? For those of you who feel set
with your stud lineup, what kind of a male would have
you finding a way to make room?” We feel that breeders
stud shopping wish list is an accurate window into market
trends and breeding priorities. We’ve provided some general analysis below, as well as a few of the full responses on
the following pages.
Conformation
A specific conformational trait or “conformation” more generally, was mentioned in nearly all of the responses. Among
show enthusiasts, fiber breeders, packers, and the “just for
fun” people, conformation surely ranks among the most
important breeding goals.
While “good conformation” would surely be universally approved by llama breeders across the globe, the definition
of “good conformation” and even “conformation” itself is
sure to vary from breeder to breeder.
Phrases like “tabletop topline,” “correct legs,” “balance,”
“frame,” and “Strong Conformation from the top to the bottom” were used in the responses.
Fiber
In our small sample size, fiber was the next most mentioned trait. Again, there was a lot of variation in this category, everything from ccara to ultra-heavy wool.
Responses included, “great fiber,” “classic,” “easy to clean,”
“heavy wool,” “beautiful fiber,” “coverage,” and “any type of
fiber, just lots of it!” Three responses mentioned color.
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Personality
Personality was the third most commonly mentioned trait. Though there were some differences in the language used, the
meaning behind them was fairly consistent. Responses included “calm,” “willing personality,” “brains,” and “sweet personality”.
Style
There were several specific traits mentioned that may fit into some breeders’ definition of conformation, but to me are better categorized as style. Six breeders mentioned bone, five mentioned stretch,, three mentioned color, and two mentioned
head/ears. Other responses included “pretty” and “stocky.”
Genetics
Pedigree was mentioned several times, including multiple mentions of the dam line. Ryan Laux said, “I want to be able to
follow the dam line generations back and forward to see the repeatability of the traits we want to produce.” Matt Kimes said,
“We do feel buying from programs with proven, consistent genetics is important. There is power in the pedigree.” There were
multiple references to a track record of show ring success or proven production in the bloodlines of the male in question.
It Factor
One of the more interesting categories is the most subjective. I grouped phrases like ““presence,” “grab my attention,” “elite,”
“compliment and work with your female herd,” and “when see him, I just know” to make this trait.
Below are a few of the full responses:
Kelly Brown: “Personality for sure for me. Straight back, bone, good ears and great coverage
of finer fibre. Any type of fibre....just want lots of it!”

MSF Encore

Venesa Carter: “I wasn’t ‘searching’ per say when I saw MSF Encore as a weanling, but I am
always open to the next step and will often add ingredient males. I walked away from Encore
that day saying ‘I don’t *need* another male.’ But I couldn’t get him off my mind, so he became ours a few weeks after I had seen him the first time. Our breeding program has always
focused on Frame, Balance, Correctness and Pretty. Coming from a horse background I have
a ‘form to function’ mindset. However, one thing I never focused on was fiber cause to me it’s
icing. But, Encore embodies all our requirements plus great fiber (icing)! His first babies are
due this fall and we have several bred to him for next spring.”
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Matt Kimes: “It’s not just about finding the next best thing. Looking for a stud prospect that will compliment and work with
your female herd is just as important, and often over looked. Bringing in a new male should hopefully bring your program
the missing key. Taking it to the next level. We do feel buying from programs with proven, consistent genetics is important.
There is power in the pedigree.”
Amanda Marie Smith: “We recently purchased this guy (LUA Show Stopper’s Black Onyx)
with the intent to have him as a future stud. We don’t do a ton of breeding but since we like
performance, a willing personality and one who does well for PR is important on top of all
the other things (style, conformation, etc). We also co-own Ollendick Farms Camryn and love
what he has produced for others when it comes to personality and style.”

GNLC Rack Em Up

Matt Rector: “We usually only add a male if we are missing something from our current
studs. Looking back in a pedigree is important because recessive traits matter. Evolution is
our goal not revolution. Our goal is always conformation first but with the males we have
added over the last couple years we look for males that will add pieces we are missing (a bit
more stretch, a bit more bone, etc.) but not huge changes or going from one extreme to another. It may take longer to get where we want, but no one male can do everything.”
Ryan Laux; “We look for a great male that has positive traits that compliment our females.
What makes us a little different is that in my opinion they need to be elite in at least one trait.
That can vary from fleece, to size, presence, head and ears etc. To me that is the “it factor”
that shows up and sets llamas apart in big shows and Futurities. The other item is the dam
line and repeatability. I want to be able to follow the dam line generations back and forward
to see the repeatability of the traits we want to produce.”

WOL Amaretto

Andrea Johnson: WOL Ameretto was everything I wanted in my next herdsire. He had
stretch, bone, style, and temperament that I want in my herd. I always look for something to
better my current herd. His stretch was the main seller for me. He’s been a great addition for
us and we can’t wait to start using him as a herdsire.
Pam Campbell: “I am looking for a tall, stretchy male with a good disposition, that can handle BIG FEMALES. I’d like to find an Appaloosa or multi color. He should also have a unique
genetic bloodline.”
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Tami Lash: “Breeding males have to earn their keep here. With only
17 acres and the fact we do not run them together, if we keep them,
they’ve earned it. Pictured is our present Herd Sire line-up. All have
proven themselves in and out of the Show Ring, and very much so
in the Breeding Pen. All have been trained for Performance and have
earned Performance Championships, other than Sebastian, because
we did not own him during his Show Career, but the smallest of children can handle him, and he is Performance Trained. Not only do we
focus on their Beauty on the Outside, but also on their Brains. I came
out of the womb into a world of Horses and horse breeding. My entire
youth was filled with them and horse judging competitions. We’ve had
llamas nearly 30 years now. We are ALWAYS on the hunt for our next
cornerstone Herd Sire. Our farm has been extremely Blessed with such
Great Herd Sires as: WLK Heat Wave, Hard Rock’s Bravado and Star Status Symbol, each one gave us Above and Beyond what we could have
ever hoped for. My ‘short list’ (and not in this order) in what we are
looking for would be: Bloodlines - to include the production of those
genetics, Bone, Coverage, Strong Conformation - from the top to the
bottom, Disposition, and Color is always fun - but we love the PBLs as
much as we love all fleece types too.”

PH Coat of Many
Colors

Aspen Kelchen: “Our main Herdsire may be small but he is mighty! He is 7/8 Argentine, has
the BEST temperament which is extremely important in our breeding program and corrects
the legs on anyone I breed him with. Every baby of his I have shown has become a champion
and one year 5 of his babies took best in shows across the board: one in walking fiber, one
in performance and 3 in halter. He checks all our boxes and has been knocking it out of the
park.”
Susan Kovacs: “As soon as I buy a stud I am looking for another. It takes years sometimes
to find the right recipe to mix. I look at the dam of the boy in question, she’ll be who gives
some very important traits that some overlook. Trends are unimportant to me. When I see
him I just know.”
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Mark Smith: “I’ve been in the purebred livestock business for over 50 years. I must say
I’m always looking for my next stud especially if they really grab my attention when
I see them for the first time. Now days you have to get them purchased when they
are fairly young because the real good ones are snatched up quickly. We just want a
new male to compliment what we’ve been breeding for the past 30 years. Our philosophy on breeding livestock is that a stud needs to throw consistency in all his crias.
He won’t stay around here long if some are really good and some just so so. If a stud
doesn’t produce offspring that are better than himself on a majority of his kids then
then you are not moving forward toward your goals. If he doesn’t then you are just
treading water or going backwards. We like giving a new stud females with different
genetics to see what the outcome is. If they don’t cut the mustard after 2 breeding
seasons they are gone. Love that time of anticipation waiting for a new studs first
crias to make their arrival.”
Emaly Leak: “I’m going to be looking in the next few years, hoping to get another
daughter to retain first. Outstanding conformation and balance are the obvious
musts, but the icing on the cake for me is bone, fiber, and personality.”

GNLC Amico

Renegade RTC

Alyssa Jensen: “Both of my current studs are pretty ideal for me so I’d be hard
pressed to find another stud that would match them in my eyes. Strong, correct legs
are a must and both of these boys exhibit just that, as well as large bone, perfect
personalities, easy to clean fiber, and good ears. If I could add another boy I think it
would have to be one with plenty of stretch, an amazing personality, big bone, tabletop topline, and a gorgeous head, all things that I already have in my stud pen but
still couldn’t say no to.”
Harvey Pool: “Tall, stretchy and out of a great mom!!!”
Jules Libowitz: “Temperament, bone and fiber! Renegade RTC not only stamps his
babies with his incredibly sweet personality but he throws those tri-color spots and
his gorgeous fleece, too, which we have spun into yarn to sell. We love this guy. He’s
stocky, has a gorgeous thick neck and strong legs and is as calm as a cucumber.”
American Llama Magazine

84

GNLC Switchfoot

Spring Fling MVVR

Arendelle MVVR

Beskar MVVR

Iridessa MVVR

GNLC Merlin x Wild West Blu Moon

Volcano View Ranch
Kyle and Jerrika Mumford
Ridgefield, WA
www.VolcanoViewRanch.com
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Volcano View Ranch

Kyle and Jerrika Mumford - Ridgefield, WA

Our Next Generation Herdsires

CVL Beaming with Pride
KVF Timone’s Pride x Quinn Tessence
ILR Halter Championship Award
2x Best of Show, 6x Halter Champion

GNLC

2020

CTF Renegade’s Vigilante x GNLC Gracie
Co-Owned with New Leaf Llamas
Crias arriving in 2023!

Beskar MVVR

GNLC Switchfoot x New Leaf Tinkerbell
4x Halter Champion

www.VolcanoViewRanch.com
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Protecting
Trees from
Llamas
by Kyle Mumford

Having mature trees in your llama pastures
is a wonderful thing. They provide much-needed shade, helping to keep the llamas out of the
stagnant barn on hot summer days. They can also
be a source of forage. Some trees like willows are
drought tolerant, and stay green long after the
grass has turned brown. They can give privacy from
neighbors, a nice photo backdrop, and are good
for the environment. However, llamas are prone to
debarking mature trees, and will chew on saplings
until there is nothing left. When we moved to our
farm 6 years ago we wanted to add some trees to
our pastures, and started to research the best way
to go about it.
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Completely Fence Them Off

One option is to plant the tree just outside your pastures, or build a
full-on fence. You will either need a fence with small squares (4” or
smaller), or to keep the tree several feet away from the long reach
of the llamas neck. Height of the fence is also a consideration, as
crafty llamas may lean over the top. It is wise to construct a strong
fence, as trees are very tempting and llamas can be persistent.
Pros:
- Best protection of the tree
- Looks nice, can be consistent with other fencing on property
Cons:
- Shade will be inconsistent throughout the day
- Weed-wacking may be required with limited access for foraging

Commercially Available Solutions

There are a variety of products available on the market, but I could
never find one that met my needs. Smaller tree guards for protecting saplings will work for a while, but I would occasionally find a
picture of beautiful metal tree protection that appeared to be exactly what I wanted, but availability and pricing information seems
to be limited. We also planned to plant a lot of trees, so cost was a
major consideration.

Fenced off willow trees at Great Northern Ranch

Pros:
- Fast and easy
Cons:
- How long will they stand up to persistent llamas?
- Will they continue to protect the tree as it grows?
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Hardware Cloth Wrapping

Another good option, particularly if you already have mature trees, is to wrap them in hardware cloth to prevent debarking. If your mature trees are in a rotational pasture that will only be accessed when the grass is nice and long, then
this may be unnecessary. But if you have a shade tree in your sacrifice field, this is a must do or you’ll be getting out the
chainsaw in the coming years. Hardware cloth can be used on saplings, but you would have to add strong supports. In
our search hardware cloth was not the answer, because we were planting new trees, not protecting mature trees.
Pros:
- Good protection, not very noticeable
- Allows llamas to fully access shade, and keep the base of the tree free of grass.
Cons:
- Tree must be mature/strong, or hardware cloth must be supported by metal rods
- Must be adjusted as the tree grows to prevent choking it

Hardware Cloth Wrapped Trees at R&G Acres
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Our Solution

The solution that worked for us was to use 2x4s or 2x3s
to construct a 4’ by 4’ square around the tree that is
approximately 7’ tall. We use 2” chicken wire to wrap
around the lumber. We also added a 10” space around
the bottom to allow the llamas to eat some of the grass
from the base of the tree. One t-post is used to prevent
it from moving or knocking over in a wind storm.
Pros:
- Inexpensive, easy to find materials
- Allows for shade throughout the day
- Able to reach the tree for forage
Cons:
- Grass can grow up around the base of the tree
- Some assembly required
On the following pages
we have some assembly
instructions.
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Step 1: Gather Needed Materials, and Make Lumber Cuts
Materials required:

8 2x3 or 2x4, 8’ long
32’ of 2” chicken wire, 3’ tall
2” screws or nails
Staple gun and 1/4” or 3/8” staples
One t-post (minimum 4’ tall)

Cut list:

4 cut to 7’ (or whatever height you prefer)
8 cut to 4’

Step 2: Pre-assembly

I typically assemble two side panels before bringing the lumber to the tree. I screw two of the 4’ pieces into the 7’ pieces.
One at the very top, and the other 10” up from the bottom.
Four of the 4’ pieces should remain.
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Step 3: Complete Frame Assembly

I plant the tree before, and screw in the remaining 4’ pieces,
starting with the top, and then adding the bottom after it is
standing on its own.

Step 4: Attach Wire

Finally, I attach the chicken wire using a staple gun and 1/4”
staples. I use 3’ tall chicken wire, so it requires an upper wrap
and a lower wrap. I add a t-post and attach it with a light
weight wire to prevent tip-overs.
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Sponsorship Information
Gold Sponsor- $300, one available. Includes: Inside front cover (page 2) full page advertisement,
complimentary ad design, picture and bio on the sponsor page inside the magazine, social media
recognition, thank you and advertisement on the home page of the magazine website for four
months surrounding the issue launch, thank you and advertisement on the issue 10 page of the
website thereafter.
Silver Sponsor- $200, four available. Includes: Complimentary full page advertisement with a
choice of priority placements, free ad design, bio on the sponsor page inside the magazine, social
media recognition, thank you and advertisement on the home page of the magazine website for
four months surrounding the issue launch, thank you and advertisement on the issue 10 page of the
website thereafter.
Bronze Sponsor- $100, Includes: Complimentary full page ad with complimentary ad design, thank
you on the sponsor page inside the magazine, social media recognition, thank you on the issue 10
page of the website.
“Friend of the Magazine” Sponsor- $25, Includes: Business card ad with a link to your farm or
business website, thank you on the sponsor page inside the magazine, thank you on the issue 10
page of the website.
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Pictured: Great Northern Ranch

Thank you
for reading!
We’d like to extend our gratitude to:
our advertisers and our issue Nine sponsors: Harvey & Lisa Pool,
Cameron Thornberg, Benjamin & Shauna Carothers, ASPEN RAYNE
Ranch, jerry & pat thomas, Carol Reigh, Steve & Sue Rolfing, Rick &
Mary Adams, Tami & Lloyd Lash, Venesa & Chris Carter, Justin Timm,
Ron & Gail Wilkinson, Wil & Sherri Tallmon, marla albitz, fran & ali
soukup, andrea johnson, and troy & heidi hill.
our contributors: alyssa jensen and Marty McGee Bennett.
Thank you to the Goodyears and Barb Reinecke for sharing your
time and photos with everyone.

Spring 2023 Dates
Advertising/Submission deadline: 3-1-23
Publish Date: End of March 2023
* Opinions and ideas expressed in articles, advertisements or other content belong to the various authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of American Llama Magazine or its editor. Letters of disagreement are always welcome.
* American Llama Magazine, LLC can not be held responsible for veterinary or
business decisions recommended in this issue. Always consult with a vet or a
financial advisor prior to making changes to your practices.
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