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Breeding Practices

by Kyle Mumford

This summer we had the opportunity to return to the Taylor Ranch. While
we were visiting about all sorts of topics, we had the chance to pick their brains on the topic of llama reproduction.
Paul and Sally Taylor are among the world’s foremost experts on llama reproduction, though they hold no advanced
degrees in embryology or veterinary medicine.

In the mid 1970s, they began breeding llamas at a time when very little
was documented about llama reproduction or anatomy. In the 1980s, as the
llama industry began to boom, they owned one of the most popular studs in
the country, The Fiduciary. In addition to breeding dozens of their own fe-
males each year, they were almost continuously hosting females for outside
breedings. The Fiduciary is the most prolific llama stud to date, producing
344 registered offspring. The Taylors also owned the most prolific female
llama to date, Argentine Machi, who produced a staggering 22 DNA verified
crias through embryo transfer. In the late ‘90s the Taylors started to utilize
Advanced Reproductive Technologies in their llama program, focusing on
embryo transfer. For years they were ultrasounding and palpating llamas to
find out where they were in their cycle; breeding at just the right time, flushing
the embryo out when it was viable, and implanting it in a surrogate female
(whose cycle had also been monitored). It has been more than ten years
since a cria was born at the Taylor Ranch, but they are still a wealth of knowl-
edge on the subject.

We came to the Taylors with a fairly simple premise, “How would
you go about breeding females today, without the use of an ultrasound, or
Advanced Reproductive Technologies¢” We focused on how often to breed,
when to check, and other similar questions. We hoped to gain insights for
ourselves, and for others, who primarily hand breed and spit test their llamas.

< The fiduciary
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For our personal program, our conversation with the Taylors primarily served to confirm what we had been told
in recent years with regard to breeding practices. But, we have only been using our current procedures for a couple
of years. We had been told, years ago, to breed every three days. After consulting with our vet a few of years ago, we
shifted to a different plan. We were pleased to see how well our vets recommendations aligned with Paul’s. Additional
confirmation was found in an article by Dorane Strouss, who wrote about a seven year long veterinary study of llama
reproduction that tracked more than 3,000 llama breedings. Again, | was pleased to see alignment with Paul’s recom-
mendations. Below we will summarize our interaction with Paul and Sally, our personal experience, and the Llama Re-
production study.

This article assumes the following:
« Hand breeding on selected dates
¢ Many breeders have good luck with field breeding. It is certainly less time consuming. However, that saved
time comes at the expense of less accurate due dates, increased risk of infection from over-breeding, and
less accurate spit-checking. The female will get irritated at that male who keeps trying to breed her and be
more inclined to spit, and the male will lose interest over time as they share a pasture and are regularly spit
at by the female. Both of these natural conditions serve to lessen the effectiveness of pasture breeding. With
hand breeding the male is perpetually interested in the female, and the female will be less inclined to habitu-
ally refuse the male.
« Spit checking at predetermined intervals
0 Asllama breeders, we are lucky to have such an effective method of pregnancy checking available to us at-
will. This is the method | have used for my entire llama breeding career, and | can't imagine spending additon-
al time and money to check another way (except when an ultrasound is warranted). For much of our breeding
season | check the majority of our herd weekly, as | have specific females in mind to breed, and let the stud
I've caught test the others while I'm af it.
¢ | have seen Steve Rolfing cycle through checking a half dozen females in ten minutes without breaking a
sweat because his barn is setup perfectly for this task. He puts the male in a paddock just outside the barn,
with a halter and a short lead rope. His barn is set up to herd the female he wants info a certain corner, shut
the gate behind her, and herd her out with the stud. The male runs her around until he is satisfied with the
check, and he grabs the male and starts over. |, on the other hand, can be seen performing the duties of the
herder, the gate, the stud handler, and the “get that dang yearling out of here” person simultaneously. This
can be quite a physically demanding task, a better way to go about it is to halter and tie the females you'd like
to check, or learn from Steve and put them in a paddock one at a fime.
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